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Under The Tree:

WHAT’S INSIDE

A Medical Outreach Program

Junior Golfers Highlight Onyx Ski
& Sports Club Tournament

Story on Page 2

American Stage Receives
$200,000 Grant From
Bank Of America

Story on Page 3

Front row (l-r): Tequila Anderson, Marissa Dallono, Dr. Glynette Barney, Shannon Williams, Carolyn Lewis, Rodrique Rodney, VI;
Back row (l-r): Sandra Grosvenor and Joe Foster

By: EMERALD REILLY
Neighborhood News Bureau

Sandra Grosvenor conducted a survey
as the men and women ate grilled chicken
under the trees on the Tuesday before
Thanksgiving.
“Did you get your pressure taken?”
she wanted to know. “Did you get some
food? Go make a plate.”
Grosvenor is a registered nurse at
Bayfront Medical Center and the Johnnie
Ruth Clarke Health Center. She is also

the force behind the ‘Under the Tree’
Outreach Program, a strategy that brings
healthcare to homeless and working poor
who can be found under the trees near
the comer of Martin Luther King Street
South and 15th Avenue. “I saw the need
to go to people and not wait for them to
be referred to me,” Grosvenor said.
The program was started by
Grosvenor and the Midtown Health
Council. Grosvenor hatched the idea as
she drove to work. She saw people
sitting under the trees and others

walking nearby. “All these people I’m
not reaching,” the community educator
and nurse for Midtown thought to herself.
Every first and fourth Tuesday,
Grosvenor uses her lunch hour to make
the rounds. She checks blood pressure
and gives out toothpaste, toothbrushes,
washcloths and soap. One of her
frequent stops is under the trees, where
you can find a community of people
playing cards and talking. She is part of
a medical outreach team that includes
Dr. Glynette Barney, Myron Mills,

Oprah Helps Raise Thousands
For Bennett College

sickle cell coordinator, Joe'Foster, and
one pharmaceutical student from
Florida A&M University (FAMU).
There was food, laughter and sense
of family under the trees the Tuesday
before Thanksgiving. The council and
other volunteers fired up grills and
roasted chicken. They also seiyed up
huge helpings of healthcare.

MEDICAL
continued on pg. 2

Story on Page 9

Alumni Singers Christmas Concert

Singing With Love and Harmony’

By: BARBARA ANDERS
Special to the Challenger

ST. PETERSBURG - The Alumni
Singers of St. Petersburg, continuing to
celebrate more than “25 Years of Singing
with Love and Harmony,” will hold its
annual Christmas Concert on Sunday,

December 10, 2006, at 4:00 p.m. The
concert will be held at the Lakewood
United Methodist Church, 5995 Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South in
St. Petersburg.
The Alumni Singers were formed
during the commemoration of Gibbs
High Schpol’s 50th Anniversary in 1980.

After the anniversary there was a
tremendous desire to continue, and thus
rekindle, a form of choral singing that
had been an integral part of their
development and education.
There was an immediate sense of
purpose at this rejoining. The group
decided to dedicate themselves to the

continuation of performing and to share
with the community the beauty and
profoundness that is generated through
choral singing.
The group is under the direction of
Robert L. Anders, and is musically
accompanied by Dorothy Jenkins. The
interdenominational singers are dedicated
to the preservation of the African American
experience,, and now include alumni of
high-school and college choirs from
across the country. The choir holds two
major concerts each year, once during
the holiday in December, and again in
the spring.The programs focus primarily
on the performing of music that reflects,
and is a part of, the rich musical heritage
of the African-American experience.
The Concert renditions include the rich
melodious sounds of spirituals and
extend to gospel, hymns, anthems and
secular/popular. selections.
The Alumni Singers had the honor
of appearing with the Florida Orchestra
in their Super Pops Concert series,
under the direction of Skitch Henderson,
in the presentation of the Porgy and
Bess Suite. For additional information
contact The Alumni Singers at (727)
323-7004.

Booker T. Washington’s
Great-Granddaughter Inspires
Ordinary People To Create
Extraordinary Legacies

Story on Page l5
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MIDTOWN NEWS
Junior Golfers Highlight Onyx Ski
& Sports Club Tournament
By: RAY CAMPBELL
Special to the Challenger

Junior golfers Dante Davis of
Tampa and Christopher Felton of
St. Petersburg were just two of the
highlights of the Onyx Ski & Sports
Club of Tampa Bay’s 9th Annual
Golf Tournament. The event was
held on Saturday, October 21st at
the Roger’s Park Golf Course in
Tampa. Over 80 golfers participated
in the event, which features freeentry to juniors. The tournament also
features the scramble format and
$10,000 hole-in-one, closest-to-thepin, and longest drive contests.
Dante (9) eagled the 350-yard,
par 4,13 th hole from 140 yards out
using a five-iron. The team of
Dante Davis, Calvin Davis, Travis
Wells, Jr., and Travis Wells, Sr.
finished 4th in the Men’s Division
with an 18-hole score of 61, 10under par.
Christopher (10) teamed with
Clyde Burch, Ray Peters and
Freddie Felder to card a fine 13under 58 - good enough to claim
2nd Place in the Men’s Division.
The overall winning team in the
Men’s Division consisting of
Freddie Dixon, Darrell Ingram,
Walter Kyle, and Steven Monroe,
carded a sparkling 15-under 56.
The team was sponsored by the
accounting firm Harvey, Harvey,
Covington & Thomas, LLC of
Tampa.

Rounding out the top three in
the Men’s Division with a score of
60 (11-under par) was the team of
Joe Howard, Johnny Powe, Ken
Miller and Josh McKenna of Cape
Coral, Florida in Lee County.
In the Ladies’ division, the team
of Odessa Banks, Norma Larkins,
Patsy Ware, and Crystal Pruitt of Sf.
Petersburg claimed 1st place With a
score of 72.
The top three teams in the
Men’s Division and the 1st Place
team in the Ladies’ Division all
received handsome bronze-plated
trophies to commemorate their fine
efforts.
According to tournament director
and Onyx Ski & Sports Club co
founder, Joyce Hogue, this was the
club’s best tournament ever. “I am
absolutely elated with this year’s
turnout,” said Hogue. “I want to
thank all the players and a special
thank you to all the hardworking
committee members, volunteers
and sponsors who helped put on
such a wonderful event. We are so
proud of our junior golfers.”
Onyx Ski & Sports Club
president, Ray Campbell, said that
the club is committed to junior golf
and most of the proceeds will benefit
the Onyx Youth Group. Onyx is a
member club of the National
Brotherhood of Skiers (NBS). The
mission of the Onyx and the NBS is
to identify, develop and support
athletes of color who will WIN

Olympic and international winter
sports competitions representing
the United States, The club sponsors
local youth to east coast ski resorts
to introduce them to the sport of
snow skiing and snowboarding.
The club also contributes annually
to the NBS Olympic Scholarship
Fund.
The NBS is headquartered in
Chicago, Illinois. Rose ThomasPickrum of Cincinnati, Ohio is the
national president. To learn more
about Onyx and the NBS, visit
www.onyxski.com or www.nbs.org.

Pinellas County Urban League
To Sponsor 16th Annual Black
History Month Essay Contest
The Pinellas County Urban
League’s Black-on-Black Crime
Prevention Program is sponsoring
its 16th Annual Black History
Month Essay Contest. The contest
begins December 1,2006 and ends
on February 1, 2007. The contest

is open to all students attending
public, private schools or, home
schooled in Pinellas County.
Contest entries will be divided
into the following divisions:
elementary (150-300 words),
middle (300-500 words), and high
school (500-750 words) with first,
second and third place winner.

Topics:
Elementary:

greatest African-American male or
female in my community is/was? ”
Middle: “What would you like

to tell the world about a littleknown black history fact? ”
High: “Explain the irhpact ofan
important period in black history,
and how it impacts society today”
(e.g., The Harlem Renaissance,
Civil Rights Movement, Slavery,
etc)?

MEDICAL

Photos couftesy of Ray CarimbeH

Junior golfer Travis Wells, Jr.
and Travis Wells, Sr.

Junior golfer Dante Davis
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“7 believe the

you and I, except they have not had
the same healthcare as we. I feel
continuedfrom front page
there is no difference. We have a
good rapport with them. They’re
The program is important and wonderful people that we see
effective “because it comes where every day in thfe neighborhood.
the people are. These are the people They greeted us with open arms.”
Some residents don’t think they
who don’t or can’t go see a doctor,”
said Lounelle Britt, member of need help. “I don’t get sick too
the Midtown Health Council and often,” said Anthony Gatheright,
executive director of the James B. who suffers from high blood pressure
Sanderlin Neighborhood Family and doesn’t have a doctor. He ate
his grilled chicken as he sat under
Center.
Nearly 20 percent of African- the trees. “They cooked this pretty
Americans under the age of 65 good,” he said.
But Willie Mae Miles, a regular
don’t have health insurance,
under
the trees, credits Grosvenor
according to the National Center
for Health Statistics. As a result, for bringing healthcare to residents.
Grosvenor and others like Myron “She’s a sweet person, a very sweet
Mills from the Sickle Cell Disease person,” Miles said.
The Midtown Health Council is
Association, take healthcare to
those-who* need it. For example, ifi composed of Grosvenor, Britt and
someone’s blood pressure is above several others from an assortment of
140/90, he or she is referred to Dr. Pinellas County health organizations,
Glynette Barney at the -Johnnie including STEPS to a Healthier
Pinellas, The Hospice of the Florida
Ruth Clarke Health Center.
Barney, the pharmaceutical Suncoast and the Healthy Start
manager at Johnnie Ruth Clarke, Coalition of Pinellas. The group
explains about medications meets once a month at the Sanderlin
participants are taking and possible Center to come up with effective
food and drug interactions. She also non-traditional ideas.
The council, which is funded by
helps them establish a doctor at the
a
grant
from the Allegany Franciscan
health center. If needed, the center
offers 24-hour blood pressure Foundation, also has developed
Churches United for a Healthier
monitoring.
“We’re glad to be in the Congregation, an effort to help
community and want people to Midtown churches develop or expand
know we’re here to serve all people,” a health program.
Churches United for a Healthier
said Dr. Barney. “I’m glad to be
serving in this role. I feel like this is Congregation is another way to reach
my'mission. They’re the same as a different demographic of people.

The first, second and third place
winners in each division will have
the opportunity to read their essaysv
at the awards ceremony. All winners
will be announced at the awards
Ceremony to be held on Saturday,
February 17, 2006 from 11:00 a.m.
to 1:00 pan. at the Hospice of the
Florida Suncoast, 3050 1st Avenue
S., St. Petersburg, Florida.
Contact information: Pinellas
County Urban League Lendel
Bright, Statewide Manager Blackon-Black Crime Prevention Program
(727) 327-2081, Ext. 225, Email:
Lbright @ pcul .org.

“It’s a portal to the faith-based
community,” said Deborah Shaffer
with the STEPS program.
Besides developing these
programs and encouraging people
to go to their community health
centers, the council is trying to find
every way possible to deliver “nontraditional messages of health,” said
Dianna King, front the American
Heart Association and a member of
the council. An example: The cobncil
is producing 1,000 magnets and
450 decks of playing cards printed
with the warning signs of strokes
and heart attacks and information
about diabetes, high blood pressure
and cholesterol.
Joyce Nanette Johnson
contributed to this article.

Healthcare served in Under The
Trees Outreach program
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MIDTOWN NEWS
American Stage Receives
$200,000 Grant From Bank Of
America

Barbara Mazer Gross, American Stage’s Director of Devetopment
(L) and Todd Oison, American Stage’s Producing Artistic Director
(R) receive the check for the Neighborhood Builders award from
Bernie Craig, Bank of America Pinellas County President (C).

ST. PETERSBURG - American
Stage Theatre Company had an
amazing night at the Bank of
America Neighborhood Excellence
initiative (NEI) awards in Pinellas
County, winning three major
awards, including $200,000 as a
Neighborhood Builder.
In its second year, the NEI has
been set up by Bank of America to
award individuals and organizations
dedicated to improving the Pinellas
County community. This year’s
ceremony was held at the Palladium
Theater,
“In Pinellas County, the recipients
have '^Rowri extraordinary leadership'
in addressing the neighborhood
revitalization issues that affect our
community and enhancing arts
education,” explained Bernie Craig,
Pinellas County Market President,
Bank of America.
The Neighborhood Builder
awards (granted this year to both
American Stage and Habitat for
Humanity) is $200,000 in grant
funding and leadership training
over the course of two years for
Pinellas County local non-profit
organizations working to promote
vibrant neighborhoods. American
Stage Theatre Company was chosen
because it aims to enhance the
artistic community of Pinellas
County through exceptional live
theatre that enriches, educates and
enlightens. Its programs, including
the School Tour and the Artist-inResidence program, bring arts
education directly to children in the
community, with a special emphasis
bn underserved areas.
Funding from Bank of America
will be put toward expanding arts
education and community programs
in partnership with PARC, YMCA,
Boys & Girls Club, Hospice and
other local organizations. It will also
provide American Stage the resources
to bring a new level of exceptional
theatrical work to the Pinellas
County area.
Maya Daniels was chosen to

receive a Student Leader award
which will provide funding for her
to participate in an eight-week paid
summer internship at American
Stage Theatre Company. Daniels was
chosen because she is a high school
student who has demonstrated an
active interest in improving her
neighborhood and wants to further
her personal and educational growth.
During her internship, she will work
with American Stage Education
Director Julie Rowe on several key
projects.
Former American Stage Board
of Trustees member Diane Bailey
was" chosen to receive a Local
Hesroes’award for her leadership on
local issues that contribute to
neighborhood vitality. With this
award, recipients direct a $5,000
contribution from Bank of America
to an eligible nonprofit of their
choice. Bailey chose American
Stage to receive her contribution.
“We are very proud to be the
only organization to have winners
in all three categories,” said Todd
Olson, American Stage’s producing
artistic director. “This money will
help us continue our goal to help
our community through the art of
live theatre.”

The Bank of America
Neighborhood Excellence Initiative
commenced in 2004 to recognize,
nurture and reward organizations,
local heroes and student leaders
helping to rebuild and revitalize
their communities. In its first three
years, Bank of America has
committed over $48 million to the
national program, which operates
in 40 of the bank’s major markets
across the country. With the
announcement of this year’s award
recipients, Bank of America has
committed over $900,000 to date
through
the
Neighborhood
Excellence Initiative in Pinellas
County.
“The impetus behind the
Neighborhood Excellence Initiative
is to increase the impact of our
giving by building partnerships
with non-profit organizations,
recognizing distinguished volunteers
and cultivating the next generation
of community leaders,” explained
Craig. “Bank of America recognizes
that each of these groups is essential
to sustaining vital neighborhoods
and through this program, we strive
to support each of these critical
stakeholders and enable even greater
community revitalization in Pinellas
County.”
American Stage is a not-for-profit
professional theatre founded in
1977. The company’s mission and
vision are to create the most satisfying
live theatre in the Tampa Bay'area,;
accessible to all members of the
community. The mission and vision
are achieved through a three-part
pledge: to entertain, to educate and
to enlighten. American Stage presents
six plays on its 142-seat capacity
Mainstage each year. The very
popular American Stage in the Park
celebrates its 22nd Anniversary year.
The theatre’s other programming
includes: School Tour, and classes
and summer camp for children. The
Hough Family Foundation is the
Season Sponsor, Raymond James is
the Mainstage Sponsor and WUSF
89.7 is the official Radio Sponsor
of American Stage.
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Pescador Restaurante & Marisqueira,
European style and family owned at 539
Central Ave., is the only Portuguese
restaurant in St. Petersburg. Enjoy
authentic Portuguese cuisine for lunch or
dinner. Dine indoors or be served outside
at umbrella tables, Monday & Tuesday, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.; Wednesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Live enter
tainment on Fridays. Call 894-3637 or
visit www.opescadorfl.com
• O

• If you are looking for a good breakfast
or a good lunch at a reasonable price,
visit Blue Nile at 1600 18th Ave. S. Blue
Nile also has a variety of snacks and light
groceries. Call 894-6515.
• Hey Man........Great things are happen
ing at Things Caribbean Restaurant, 1946

Dec. 2 • The Great Figgy Pudding Street Corner
Caroling. North Straub Park, Bayshore Dr. & 5th
Ave. N.E. 4 to 6:30 p.m. Caroling contest.
Groups of friends, families, neighbors and co
worker invited to participate, www.stpetersburgfreeclinic.org or 821-1200.
Dec. 2 & 3 • Langston Hughes* Black Nativity.

Palladium Theater, 253 5th Ave. N. 7:30 p,m.
Celebrates the Christmas story. Joyous, uplifting
versions of gospel favorites by a cast of 50 gift
ed singers, dancers and musicians. 822-3590.
Dec. 3 • Pinellas Youth Symphony Holiday

Palladium Theater, 253 5th
Ave. N. 2 p.m. Top student musicians from the
county and state will be performing.
www.pysmusic.org or 438-3149,
Orchestra Concert

• Stylists and Barbers Needed. House of
305918th Ave.. S, is looking for
licensed barbers and hair stylists.
Atmosphere is upscale. Service is excel
lent. Open Tuesday to Saturday, 8 a,m. to

• Milky Way Hair Pieces for only $8.99!!
Offer valid only while supplies last. Visit
Hair For You Beauty Supplies, 1502 16th
St. S. Call 821-9602 for more information

Immediate Job Placement Assistance!
Become Eligible to Attend a Trade School or College!
Free GED Tutoring and Testing!
One-on-One Personal Counseling!
The Urban League staff will help you with your career planning, job placement needs, and
offer transportation assistance to those who qualify.
Special Incentives will be awarded to students who are willing to excel.
For more ihformation about this excitjng program, please call (727) 327-2081
or visit our center at 33331st Street North, St. Petersburg.

Hospice of St.
Petersburg. 9 a.m. to noon. Festive holiday cele
bration with fun activities for the whole family to
enjoy. $5 admission. 821 -3341.
Dec. 6 » Breakfast with Santa.

• Uniquely Original, 1525 16th St. S.,
offers a variety of art classes and work
shops on Saturdays: Drawing, 10 a.m. to
noon; Painting, noon to 2 p.m.; and
Crafts, 2 to 4 p.m. For more information,
call Catherine Weaver at 543-7546.

Why attend the GED Program at the Pinellas County Urban League?

North Straub Park, Bayshore
Dr. & 5th Ave. N.E. Following Santa Parade, 11
a.rn. to 3 p.m. “Winter in St. Petersburg!”
Toboggan ramps, ice skating rink, carnival &
inflatable games, pony rides and more. $6 wrist
band available to enjoy all activities. 892-5874.
Dec. 2 • Snowfest.

Hewston Rodney invite you to enjoy
some authentic Jamaican and Caribbean
food. Open for lunch, dinner and cater
ing for a special event. Call 328-0313 for
more information.

6 p.m. Call 321-6263 for an interview.

Free GED Assistance

Dec. 2 • St. Petersburg Lions Club Santa
Parade. Downtown, 10 a.m. Enjoy a "Snowy
Wonderland" of floats, marching bands and
Santa with Grand Marshal CW44's Notorious
D.O.G. 525-5950.

49th St. S. Owners Deborah and

Styles,

Maya Daniels, Todd Olson and Diane Bailey show off their trophies
from Bank of America Neighborhood Excellence awards.

Dec. 1 • Get Downtown. Central Ave. from 2nd
to 3rd St. 5:30 to 10 p.m. Live music and festive
street party. Free. 393-3597.

• Sweetrose Rowers & Gifts, 1535 16th
St. S., offers fresh & silk flowers and
plants, home decor, wedding consulting
and event planning. Delivery Available!
Cal! 894-2900 or visit www.sweetroseflowersandgifts.com.

• Happy Planting! TWigs and Leaves,
1013 Dr. MLK St. S., is a Florida native
plant and organic nursery and your onestop shopping location for beautiful, low
maintenance flowers, plants, eco-friendly
mulch and fertilizer. New winter hours!
Daily, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday, noon
to 5 p.m. Closed Wednesdays. Call us at
492-9906 or visit
•.com

BUSINESS TIP

Dec. 8 • MarineMax Lighted Boat Parade. The
Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Flotilla
of decorated boats proceeds along 7.5 mile
route along the downtown waterfront.
www.stpetepier.com or 821-6443.
Dec. 9 * Merry Chriskwanzanukah! Mahaffey
Theater, 400 1 st St. S. 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. Shana
Banana's musical holiday show helps children
gain a better understanding of each holiday as
well as a sense of appreciation and excitement
about the season. $7. www.mahaffeytheater.com
or 892-5767.
Dec. 9 • Christmas Jamboree. Pinellas Pioneer
Settlement, 2900 31st St. S. Enjoy beautiful holi
day decorations, hay rides and handcrafted gifts
all with an old time touch. 893-7326.
Dec. 9 • Gallery Walk. Participating galleries
downtown. 5:30 to 9 p.m. See new exhibits,
meet gallery owners and artists.
www.stpetearts.com or 821 -6767.
Dec. 9 • TubaChristmas®. The Pier, 800 2nd
Ave. N.E. 7 p.m. Volunteer tuba, baritone and
euphonium players of all ages present a concert
of holiday music. Public invited to sing along!
www.stpetepier.com or 526-7159.
Dec, 10 • Lunch with Santa. Albert Whitted
Airport, 107 8th Ave. S.E. Santa gives the rein
deer a day off and flies in by helicopter to this
beautiful waterfront airport.. $5. 822-1532.

Now is the time to prepare your business
for next year’s hurricane season. The
city’s Business Assistance Center,
33 Sixth St. S., will offer its last Disaster
Preparedness For Small Business Owners

workshop this year on Monday,
December 4,2006, 6 to 8 p.m. Cali 8937146 TODAY to register for this important
workshop.

sLpetersbirg
www.sipete.oFO

Economic Development
Continuing The Progress
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What Will The Memorial To
Dr. King Mean?
As I approached
the site of the
memorial to Dr.
Martin Luther King
on the Mall in
Washington, D.C. to
attend the event
Ron Walters
celebrating the
NNPA Columnist
beginning
construction, I was
impressed at its juxtaposition between
Abraham Lincoln and Thomas
Jefferson.
This was a fitting place because
King was one of the “founding fathers”
of this nation every bit as much as
those who began the democratic
experiment in 1787. In effect, men like
Lincoln and Jefferson would begin
the experiment, but it would take
Frederick Douglass and Dr. King,
along with Ceasar Chavez, Russell
Means, and others to fulfill it by
expanding the notions of democracy,
equality and freedom, through their
leadership of movements which
demanded that they apply to all
Americans.
As I sat there listening to the
speakers on the platform I looked at
those arrayed on the stage and became
aware that they represented a grand
contradiction, reflective of the
position of Black people in America
today. Again, as at the funeral of
Coretta Scott King, the presence and
voices of officialdom in the person of
presidents of the United States and
dignitaries - most of whom were
unassociated with the movement, were
accorded priority. But the presence
and voices of those who worked with
King closest (except for Andy Young
and Rev. Jesse Jackson) and for whom
he suffered most were largely missing.
They included Dorothy Cotton, James
Orange — Rev. Joe Lowery would
surely not be invited - Rev. C. T.
Vivian, someone from Ralph
Abernathy’s family, and others.
That scene on the stage was as
contradictory and as ironic as the
image of Malcolm X on a postage
stamp, but it is perhaps inevitable as
the best of our community ascend to
the realm of national respect. With that
ascension, however, there is the
question of what the memorial would
represent. Would it be the way which
the nation pays respect to the man who
led a movement for social change,
challenging politicians with “lips

dripping with interposition and
nullification” to a vision of the
Constitution that held out the hope of
resourceful citizenship? Or, will it be
merely a monument to a slain dreamer
who pined for the eventual freedom of
his people? Will it become a constant
reminder of a man and people who
waged a bloody battle for freedom and
through him, challenged the nation “to
live out the true meaning of its creed,
or distort his life as one of an eloquent
preacher.
The action that resolves the
contradiction is to be perpetually
engaged in the struggle for authenticity;
to infuse the memorial with the
meaning of the movement for which
King gave his life; by continuing, in
this age to raise the troubling questions
about fulfilling the meaning of the
American Constitution; and to challenge
the direction of America when it
privileges racism, war, and poverty by
its callous inaction or misdirected
decision. In this way we continue to
try “to bend the moral arch of the
universe toward justice.”
This means addressing the current
problems of the uses to which power
will be put. We live in ari era where
real human problems are not resolved
by the power of reason and the use of
the massive material and spiritual
resources of the nation. Rather, there
has arisen a paradigm that mobilizes
military might-, money and radical
Christian evangelism, through an
ideology that conserves resources for
the few and excludes the many by its
control of public policy. A memorial to
Dr. King and his movement would call
that philosophy, its direction and its
result into question.
This finally raises another question
about framing the King Memorial in
an authentic way: By giving officialdom
its due, but by having another event
that invokes the blessings of Africa,
and invites the presence and voices of
his staff and colleagues in the breadth
of the civil rights movement, mingling
them with locked-out peoples of all
races. That is my vision of how a
Memorial to Dr. King and the hundreds
of thousands of those whose marching
feet caused Jefferson and Lincoln to
look our way should finally achieve its
authenticity. And it will not be so
until it i£ suffused with that history
and that spirit.

Will Prince Georges County, MD
Become Another Compton?
There is certainly
a correlation between
race and economics
when it comes to
communities within
the United States. A
moderate workingclass • White
Harry C. Alford
NNPA Columnist
community
will
change into an upper
middle class Black community. It will be,
prestigious for a while and then it will be
targeted by bad policy and over the
years erosion starts to sit in and then
crime invades its cpre. The crime gets so
bad that property values start declining
and the quality of life becomes pitiful. In
a few decades you have what is known
as a “golden ghetto.” The final act is
drug infestation. Why does this happen?
As my relatives emigrated from
Louisiana to Los Angeles in the 40s and
50s, I saw communities make the above
transition. There was “Lovely Compton.”
Two of my cousins integrated Fremont
High. Another cousin helped integrate
Washington High. My Aunt Mary and
her clan integrated Inglewood. Aunt Lula
and her clan bought a house at Hoover
and Florence across the street from a
synagogue. Decades later the Rodney
King Riot would erupt three blocks
down the street. These once fashionable
places are now just dots on a map of an
urban area made infamous in the great
film “Boys in the Hood.”
When I was discharged from the
Army in 1974, Procter & Gamble assigned
me to Detroit. Beautiful neighborhoods
like Rosedale Park and Palmer Woods
were heading south with a bullet - a
whole lot of bullets. It hit bottom with
the eruptions of the inevitable drug wars.
The most prestigious Black county
in the United States today is the D.C.
suburb of Prince Georges County,
Maryland. It has the highest Black family
income in the nation, which makes it a
target for bad policy to be followed by
crime and drug infestation.
Keep in mind this is the same place
where pro-segregationist and presidential
hopeful George Wallace was shot while
addressing his base. His base, White and
very anti-Black, was set on preventing
any race mixing and integration. The
Fair Housing Act and affirmative action
for high paying federal jobs changed all
of that.
Recently, I read a few studies that
showed the General Services
Administration (landlord for federal
offices) had a systematic way of

redlining Prince Georges County from
any regional development. Its affecl
after decades was starting to take its toll
The majority of workers have to travel
out of the county. Thirty-five percent oi
all Beltway travelers are commuters
from Prince Georges County. The county
is overly residential and lacking in
business vitality - retail, industrial and
office space. I told two Congressional
officials based in the county that I feared
a downward transition like Inglewood or
Compton was starting to set in. They
both assured me that nothing of its kind
would happen in Prince Georges
County.
So let’s take a quick look. My two
sons go to the University of Maryland,
which is in Prince Georges County. UMD
consistently has one of the highest crime
rates among U.S. colleges. Last semester,
a fellow athlete of theirs answered a
knock at hisdorm door. A hit man pushed
his way in, put a gun to his head and
said, “You didn’t deliver the stash and
now you have to.go.” It took him 10 long
minutes to convince the assassin that it
was his roommate or someone else he
was after. He moved out of the dorm but
was never the same. He is leaving at the
end of this semester. Two blocks- down
the street from my boys, a home was
recently invaded by .robbers. One of the
victims called 911 as he hid in a closet.
The cops arrived and demanded the
robbers come out.
They chose to come out with guns ablalzing. The cops won. One thug dead,
one thug wounded, and one escaped.
There are so many burglaries in their
neighborhood that they pitched in
with their roommates and bought a
Rottweiler/German Shepherd to watch
the house while they attend class.
Daily, and I mean daily, carjacking;
rapes, kidnappings, home invasions,
murders, etc. abound the news coming
out of Prince Georges County.
Washington, D.C. has nothing on it. In
fact, the D.C. Chief of Police had his
personal car stolen. They found it
abandoned in Prince Georges County. A
few days ago we hit rock bottom. The
home of a board member of the National
Black Chamber of Commerce was
invaded at night. They tied up his three
children, struck his wife and with a gun
to his. head, demanded, “Cash, jewelry
and drugs.” This is horrifying. It is
happening with reckless abandon and is
starting to get very personal. I am going
to sound the alarm. Let’s protect our
communities.

Furious At Blacks Who Help Create
The Michael Richards Of The World
Michael Richards,
Seinfeld’s character
of Kramer, revealed
to the world an
attitude that many
people in the world
share about us and our
Attorney
love affair with being
Roy Miller
disrespected. Before
a mixed audience,?
he referred to Blacks as N-words. I am
furious with us. We should be raising
pure hell with those that sponsor,
support and publicize the Michael
Richards of the World. This isn’t just
about Michael Richards; it’s more about
the world that we have helped to create.
Black Americans seal their fate to

remain at the bottom, when we allow
disrespect. I have called for a zero tolerance
towards Black Americans accepting
disrespect. I knew that around the world,
in every country, in every society and in
every group, two things have always
been certain. They are, those that demand
respect are always on the top and those
that allow disrespect are always on the
bottom. This is why I have fought so
hard against N-word usage.
Unlike any other race in the world,
we fight for the right to be disrespected.
We demand to be referred to with the
ultimate forms of disrespect towards
Black people. We love the N-word and the
disrespect that it brings. Do we want to
stay at the bottom and do we want to

teach our children that it is ok to accept
disrespect? I am furious, but I am probably
more hurt than furious. Has God been
good to us? Why are we so angry with God
that we stand for so much disrespect?
Seinfeld’s character of Kramer,
Michael Richards, spoke with heart and
with passion. He yielded to a temptation,
based on a society of people that has
tolerance for disrespect. He supposedly
spoke of how “Fifty years ago we’d have
you upside down with a f—ing fork up
your a-—.”

ago. Do you realize that there are B]
people walking the earth today, wh
parents were slaves! We are not so far fi
reality that we can afford to take s
actions for granted. We allow disresj
and therefore make it easier for th
who think like Michael Richards to h
powerful influences on the undecide<
When you give respect and dem,
respect, despite the situation, you h
to rise. It is at that time when doubt si
rest and you will see for yourself Go<
his best...

This is how climates for lynching
were created. This hits the hearts and
In 1994, Attorney Roy Mil
memories 'of many Black people that became the first and only person
fought so hard to give us a chance to live. succeed at having the N-yvord dele
Slavery ended in 1865, just 141 years from a major dictionary.
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TAMP ABAY AREA NEWS
Inevitably, they don’t know whether Christmas” is pretty “hip”. It includes
to take a seat or start dancing. The the performance of several different
album rocks and rolls. There are jazz musicians, including the evereighteen musical selections on a two- swinging tenor saxophone legend,
disc set; more than enough to keep Dexter Gordon blowing his heart
the party going. Each group performs out on “Have Yourself A Merry
a minimum of two tunes such as: Little Christmas.” Just a week ago,
“Silver Bells” by Diana Ross & The my special friend Yvonne Alsup
Supremes; “Frosty The Snowman” and I watched the DVD, “Round
by The Jackson Five; “Ave Maria” Midnight,” featuring Dexter as an
by Stevie Wonder; “God Rest Ye expatriate jazz' musician in Paris,
Merry Gentlemen” by Smoky & France. It was ari excellent movie
The Miracles; and “My Christmas . and Dexter received an Oscar
Tree” by The Temptations.
nomination for best actor. Also, on
“The Incredible Jimmy Smith — the CD is the young and extremely
Christmas ‘64” will rock you from talented pianist, Benny Gre£n. I
Christmas Day to New Year’s Eve! first met Benny at a “Giants of Jazz”
Jimmy Smith is the man who put concert in South Orange, New Jersey.
the “funk” into jazz, as we know it I was sitting in the third row from
today. He was the greatest Hammond the stage, and he was seated in front
B-3 player of nil time. In the linear of me. I mistook him for a high
notes, it states “Jimmy Smith presents school student, and questioned him
a modem Christmas, Christmas ’64. about jazz. He was very friendly
The arrangements are as new as and answered my “naive” questions.
tomorrow’s sports car; the songs He soon left his seat, and went
included are as traditional as the backstage. Later, when the MC
tinseled tree.” That in a nutshell says introduced him to f)lay, I almost fell
it all! Here are some of the tunes out of my seat. His playing was
(Kenny Burrell/Quentin Warren, marvelous. On this CD, Benny
guitar; Grady Tate, drums and a big performs Thelonious Monk’s “A
band) included in a total of eight: Merrier Christmas,” and the exciting
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen,” vocalist Dianne Reeves performs a
“Jingle Bells,” “Silent Night,” and vocal version of the same tune,
“We Three Kings.”
which is quite interesting. This CD
That’s it for the Christmas, has a nice mix of jazz musicians
“Oldies But Goodies.” The following and jazz styles.
“An Oscar Peterson Christmas”
is a brief list of more recent
Christmas CDs that I enjoy and is another great choice. Although
believe you will also;
I’m listing it as a recent CD, it is
“Yule Struttin’/A Blue Note definitely “vintage” Peterson. He

JAMM

Rick Gee’s Christmas CD Selection
“Do You Hear What I Hear?”
Well, the holidays are finally
upon us. Thanksgiving has come and
gone and the report is that Black
Friday was a huge financial success.
Now, it’s time to gear up for the
biggest holiday of all...Christmas!
So, I ask you, what would Christmas
be like without some good Christmas
music; good Christmas jazz music,
that is. Thus, I’ve compiled what I
believe to be some great Christmas
jazz, and ohe or two conventional
Christmas CDs. Put some Christmas
swing into your holiday and check
out my recommendations. You’ll be
glad you did.
Let me begin with listing a couple
of oldies. I always like to recommend
those Christmas CDs that I have
listened to repeatedly year after year
because they either swing like crazy

or they’re extremely sentimental.
The following is my oldies list. I’ll
comment on a few. Also, I have
them on LP albums, but you can
now purchase them on CDs.
“The Ramsey Lewis Trio Sound of Christmas” is truly a must
for jazz lovers and for those who
simply enjoy the sounds of Ramsey
Lewis. There are teii music selections
on the album, including “Merry
Christmas Baby,” “God Rest Ye
Merry Gentlemen,” “What Are You
Doing New Year’s Eve?” “Sleigh
Ride,” and “Santa Claus Is Coming
To Town.” There are strings played
on “New Year’s Eve” and the up
tempo “Sleigh Ride” which blows
my mind every time I hear them.
“Merry Christmas, Ho! Ho!
Ho!” Lou Rawls: a great blues

'The Incredible Jimmy Smith - Christmas '64"

singer who is truly missed. He has
been referred to as “the blues
spokesman of the generation,” and
truer words could not have been
said. This album contains many
musical goodies ’ for all to enjoy.
Eleven selections are presented
including “The Little Drummer Boy,”
“Have Yourself A Merry Little
Christmas;” “What Are You Doing
New Year’s Eve,” and “Sanfa Claus
Is Coming To Town.” Lou’s soulful,
gospel approach will put you in a
“cool mood” to fulLy enjoy
chestnuts roasting on an open fire.
“A Motown Christmas: The
Temptations, Stevie Wonder, Jackson
Five, Smokey Robinson & The
Miracles, and Diana Ross & The
Supremes” is the album I put on
when the guests are arriving.

Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive”
by “Supporting Live Jazz!”

Jazz fans - do you‘have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 M.L. King, Jr.
Street South, S’t. Petersburg, FL
33705.

"A Motown Christmas"

'The Ramsey Lewis Trio - Sound of Christmas"

"Lou Rawls - Merry Christmas Ho! Ho! Ho!”

uses a quartet instead of a trio,
including guest musicians on vibes
and flugelhom. This CD will have
you tapping your feet and shaking
yoqr head. Included on this CD are
traditional pieces like: “God Rest Ye
Merry Gentlemen,” “What Child
Is This?,” “Let It Snow,” “White
Christmas,” “Silent Night,” and nine
other great Christmas selections.
Get this CD as soon as you can, it’s
a winner!
The CDs I’ve listed rfepresent a
good mix of styles. There’s swing,
modem jazz, blues, and even a little
R&B. These are just a few of the
Christmas albums I own or have
listened to, and I can confidently
say to you, they belong in your jazz
album collection. .
So, to you and yours, my
special friend and I wish you a
healthy, safe, and jazzy holiday!
Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!

Remember! Celebrate! Act!
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*° Success!
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A Day On, Not A Day Off!!!

Scan McKean, VP/CFO
Office: 727.796.1487
Cell: 727.224.3543
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CABLE

Invite You to Attend

21st Annual Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Leadership Breakfast

PHONE

INTERNET

Digital Cable All your favorite channels!
Phone Land line service in most areas, Keep your same number!

Date: Monday, January 15, 2007

Internet Always connected! Won’t tie up your phone line!

Place: St. Petersburg Coliseum
535 Fourth Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL

JTfflLw It is every football fan's dream. 7 days a
<
week, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year!

NETWORK

Time: 7:30 a.m.

ESPNU, the 24-hour
College Sports network!

Speaker: Robert Smith, Jr., M. Div, Ph. D.
Associate Professor, Beeson Divinity School,
On the Campus of Samford University
Birmingham, Alabama
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Co-Sponsored by City of St. Petersburg
Dr. Robert Smith, Jr.

Tickets: $25.00 per person
(Sponsorship Opportunities are available)

3 Channels of Lifetime!

All on
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG

For additional information contact Mary H. Clowers, Chair, at
727-896-6556 or visit our website at www.ncnwstpetersburg.org
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NCNW Fannye A. Ponder Council House, 1835 9th Avenue South
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Fishermen Say Protection Of
Giant Grouper Has Gone Too Far

ST. PETERSBURG (AP) After 16 years of federal protection,
the huge goliath grouper again rules
the reefs and has become the scourge
of fisherm’en..
The fish, which can weigh up to
800 pounds and live for 35 years,
are known for iSnatching away
catches from frustrated fishermen.
Now anglers say something needs
to be done .
I
“It’s almost impossible to fish
anymore,” said Fred Lifton of the
Marco Island Charter Captain’s

Association. “You can’t get on a
wreck without being inundated by
them. You can’t get fish up, not
grouper, snapper, permit, snook,
cobia. They take everything.” ;
The Gulf of Mexico Fisheries
Management Council banned goliath
grouper fishing in 1990 after a
commereial diver in the Keys
testified that they were disappearing
from his hot spots. Besides pressure
from fishermen, development and
pollution were wiping out the
mangroves that form goliath
nurseries.
But protection of the giant fish
has gone too far, fishermen say.
This month in Galveston, they
pleaded with the fisheries council to
open some kind of hunt to cull out
the stock.
So far, regulators are responding
cautiously. Goliath may be particularly

susceptible to collapse. They tend
to hang out in identifiable spots.
They take five or six years to reach
reproductive age and decades to hit
their egg-laying peak.
Other species can recover within
a few years if regulators guess
wrong, but not these primal beasts.
For all their size, they prefer
shallow water, which is why oldtimers pulled in the monsters right
off fishing piers. They called them
jewfish, a name that was officially
changed in 2001.
Florida State University biologist
Chris Koenig, who is counting and
tagging goliath, cautions against
loosening the rules too quickly.
“This is a wonderful success,
story. They are recovering,” Koenig
said. “But they are nowhere near to
coming all the way back.”

ideas and suggestions from the
community.
The surveys will help members
of the Choice Task Force develop
suggestions about the future of the
choice student assignment plan in
Pinellas County’s public schools
for 2008 and,beyond.
The school board has significant
decisions to make about the future
of the 4-year-old Choice Plan, which
was approved by the federal court
as the way to end mandatory busing
for racial balance in Pinellas. The
plan, which began with the 2003-04
school year, has had racial ratio

TJie Pinellas County Health
Department has received an additional
shipment of 5,000 doses of adult flu
vaccine. Health officials recommend
that individuals take this opportunity
to get vaccinated against influenza.
To raise awareness of the importance
of continuing influenza vaccination
throughout November, December
and beyond, the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) has announced the designation
of the week after Thanksgiving as
National Influenza Vaccination Week.
You can get a flu shot at your
own doctor’s office, area walk-in
clinics, at flu shot events hosted by
local supermarkets and others or.
at the Pinellas County Health
Department. There are five Pinellas
County Health Department centers:
1.) St. Petersburg - 205 Dr.
M.L. King, Jr. Street North;
(727) 824-6900

Choice Task Force Survey
To Be Mailed November 29
More than 33,000 families of
students who attend a Pinellas
County public school will be mailed
a survey Nov. 29 from the Choice
Task Force, seeking comments about
numerous choice-related issues.
Families are being asked to return
the surveys by Dec. 11.
Pinellas County Schools’ Choice
Task Force, a 47-member group
charged with recommending a school
reform plan as it relates to choice in
the district, has been working since
August 2005. It held six community
outreach sessions in February and
March throughout the county to get

Influenza Vaccination Week Is
November 27 Through December 3

requirements since the beginning,
but they are set to expire with the
2007-08 school year. Keeping
diversity in the schools is a priority
of the plan so board members have
to decide how to do that without
ratios.
The task force has been gathering
information from the community
and considering alternatives to help
the board With that decision. The
survey is an important tool in the
process so the district is urging
parents who receive the mailing to
thoughtfully complete the survey
and return it promptly.

THE NEW 1590 AM WRXB
SERVING THE COMMUNITIES
FOR OVER 3 DECADES AND
STILL GOING STRONG!
• The best gospel music in Tampa bay that Will lift your spirits. Tune in daily from
6 a.m. - 1 p.m.

2. ) Clearwater - 310 N. Myrtle
Avenue; (727) 469-5800
3. ) Pinellas Park - 6350 76th
Avenue North; (727) 547-7780
4. ) Largo -12420 130th Avenue
North; (727) 588-4040; and
5. ) Tarpon Springs J 301 South
Disston Avenue — (727) 9425457.
While vaccine supplies are
plentiful at this time, it is always a
good idea to call the center first to
check on availability and hours.
The cost of a flu shot at the health
department is $25. Pneumonia
vaccines are also available for $34.
Bring your Medicare card, health
insurance cards and a photo ID if
paying by check or credit card.
Getting a flu shot is the single
best way for individuals to protect
themselves and their loved ones
against flu, which each year infects
5 to 20 percent of the U.S. population.
About 36,000 people each year die,

and more, than 200,000 people are
hospitalized in the U.S. due to
influenza eomplications.
Health officials recommend flu
shots for everyone this year, and
especially for individuals in the
following groups:
• Individuals age 50 and older;
• Residents of and staff of long
term care facilities; '
• Individuals with chronic
medical conditions and their
household contacts;
• Children aged six! months to
five years of age, their
household contacts and outof-home caregivers;
• Pregnant women ,6r women
who will be pregnant during
flu season;
• Health care personnel; and
• Household contacts and outof-home caregivers of children
less than six months of age.

Boyz to Men/Pathfinders Education Session
By The Men of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity
By: THOMAS PACKER
Special to the Challenger

The men of Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity, in partnership with Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, provided one
of the many required education
sessions for the boys participating in
the Pathfinders Program. On
Saturday, November 11, 2006,
officers from the Federal Department
of Probation and Parole gave a
presentation to the Pathfinders. The
purpose was to provide each young
man with the knowledge of how to

Pathfinders paying rapt attention during recent education session

live a crime-free lifestyle. The
occasion was also used for the boys
to have one- on-one time with
positive male role models. There
were 67 plus boys in attendance

maintaining a lively discussion over
a three hour period. At the end of the
informative session, the men and
boys enjoyed pizza together and
reflected on the day ’s events .

Give your talents the opportunities they deserve. Join- us at FACS. We’re the credit
services, centralized financial and administrative support resource for Federated
Department Stores, including Macy’s and Bloomingdale’s.
We’re growing....and so can you With an exciting career at FACS. If you possess
excellent customer service and communication skills, a HS diploma or GED, plus the
flexibility to Work Weekends, We have a better future in store for you.

• Midday cafe plays today’s R&B and classic sou! music from yesterday 1 p.m. - 7 p.m.
• Party blues & oldies as We Walk you back doWn memory lane listening to your

Submit your profile online: FACSgroup.com

favorite music. 7 p.m - 10 p.m.
•The Bedtime mix With Intimate sessions is music that is nice, sloW and easy.

Customer Service Representatives
Bilingual/Non-bilingual

10 p.m, - 12 p.m.

FT Schedules

• The very best jazz for your listening pleasure! Every Sunday from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Open House

• 20% discount
at Macy S

• Paid training
. Tuition reimbursement

• 40Vkh w1 th company

• High-energy friendly

. matcn
• Medical a dental benefits

For Marketing and Promotions
Contact Donza Drummond
at (727) 821-9947
email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 327-WRXB (9792)
2060 1

st Avenue

North

ST. PETERSBURG, FL

33713

13141 34th St. N., Clearwater
Mon. -Thurs., 9a-6p • Fri., 9a-4p
A
A

k/.

FACS
■
ExittS

atmosphere
. Casual dress

• Competitive weekly pay
• Eligibilfty for semi-annual
increase

Phone: 727-556-5000
Fax: 727-556-5182
888MMRTl»»

Nf

E4CSGroup,Inc.
The better way to work.
2

FACS Group, Inc.
Financial, Administrative and Credit Services.

A subsidiary of Federated Department Stores, Inc.

§-'
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

___ ________________________________________________________________________ __ ________

Friday, December 1 - Clearwater Annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony, begins with entertainment from the Clearwater

Saffron’s Shindig Market Every Saturday Morning
between 9 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Hey Ladies, do not know where to

High School Tornado Marching Band in the City Hall parking lot,
112 S. Osceola Ave.* at 5:30 p.m. City officials will assist Santa

go on a Saturday morning with the girlfriends? Come down to

and Mrs. Claus aS they flip the switch on City Hall’s giant Yule
tree at 6 p.m. Following the ceremony, the Peace Praise band

Goodies, Arts & Crafts, Food, Flavor, Fun, Music, Fellowship,
Travel, Health, Make-Up, Fashion, Chitchat! Come all, come

will provide a musical escort as attendees cross the street to
Roebling Hall at Peace Memorial Presbyterian Church. The

up, IT IS A PARTY! Just girls having fun! Free parking (just 5

event will wrap up there with a program of choral music from
Skycrest Elementary School students and a screening of a

St Pete.) For more information call (727) 345-6400 or email

Saffron’s for a unique shopping experience! Great Coffee,

minutes from Tyrone Square Mall & 10 minutes from downtown

Make a difference in the life of a parent. Enjoy feeling a
“Happy Heart” when you share your wisdom and life skills with

Hall, Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church, 409 Old Coachman

a parent! Volunteer as a mentor for successful parenting. For
further information contact: Kerri Aaronson, Coordinator Parent Aide Program (727) 544-3900 x168.

CASA Needs Volunteers. CASA (Community Action Stops
Abuse) advocates for survivors of domestic violence and their

World AIDS Day Wellness Fair will take place on
December 1 at Williams Park in downtown St. Petersburg from
12 noon to 4:00 p.m. Activities planned for the event include
free health screenings, flu shots, entertainment and free food.

Corey Avenue, along the Gulf of Mexico. Hours are 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. each day. Admission is FREE. For more information, visit
www.artfestival.com or call (954) 472-3755 or (813) 962-0388.

► Langston Hughes' Black Nativity: A Gospel Song Play
Sunday, December 3,7:30 pm, FREE ADMISSION

► Pinellas Youth Symphony

► Southside Fundamental Chorus

Volunteers Needed at the Free Clinic. The St. Petersburg
month at 10:00 a.m. and again on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at
3:30 p.m. Current volunteer openings include: Special Event

Tuesday, December 5, 7:00 pm, FREE ADMISSION

► Southside Fundamental Band
Wedenesday, December 6,7:00 pm, FREE ADMISSION

► Guiifoil Ballet: The Nutcracker
Friday, December 8,7:30 pm, $10—$25

Volunteers, Food Packers for We Help Services, Intake workers
for Beacon House and the Health Center, and Receptionists for the

Comedian Suzanne Westenhoefer

administrative office. Volunteer opportunities are also available in

Saturday, December 9,8:00 pm, $20-$25

caroling groups will gather in South Straub Park for the first

to attend the orientation, call Rebecca Russell-Gootee at (727) 861-

annual Great Figgy Pudding Street Corner Caroling
Competition to raise funds to support the work of the St.

1200, ext. 114.

► Sing We All Noel
Sunday, December 10,2:00 pm MATINEE, $8-$ 12

► Side Door Opera: Opera's Amorous Favorites
Friday, December 15,7:30 pm, $20

M.O.V.E.

Needs

You.

Motivated

On

Vision

And

Empowerment Council, Inc. - Parents meet monthly on the

1st Monday - 6:30 p.m. @ the Enoch Davis Center, 12th

► Ellington Christmas
Saturday, December 16,7:30 pm, $20 ♦
Sunday, December 17,2:00 pm MATINEE, $20

Street and 18th Ave. S. All are welcomed and encouraged to
participate. For-more information contact Elder Rainey at (727)

Die Fledermaus
Friday, December 29,7:30 pm, $10—$50

866-2589.

Saturday, December 30,7:30 pm, $10-$50

Performance, and the People’s Choice Award. Contact Rebecca

- Science Center needs -Volunteers for many activities

Russell-Gootee at (727) 821-1200, ext. 114 for more information.

including greeting incoming school buses, working in the
Science Center store, aiding staff in the front office and helping
out during the numerous events held each year. Come spend

“Alzheimer's Disease: What Caregivers Need to Know”
- December 6,2006 at the Cypress Palms in the Palms of Largo.

Friday, December 1,7:30 pm, $15

the second Thursday of every month 6-7:30 p.m. Please
register at aharcar@casa-stpete.org or (727) 895-4912 ext. 107

Residence. For more information about volunteer opportunities or

beautiful holiday music and a few comical displays as teams
compete for recognition at the Figgy Pudding Awards Ceremony
in categories such as Best Choral Performance, Most Original

'

Annual Holiday Orchestra Concert

St. Petersburg - On December 2nd at 4:00 p.m., competing

to sing as they entertain and garner donations from people
strolling through Straub Park. Spectators will be treated to

'

Sunday, December 3,2:00 pm MATINEE, $7.00

the Free Clinic Food Bank and the Free Clinic Women’s

Petersburg Free Clinic and First Night St. Petersburg. Figgy
Pudding is a caroling contest that invites groups of five or more

indecember
► Sing Out For AIDS

shelter, legal and children’s programs. Volunteer orientation is held

Free Clinic holds a volunteer orientation ,every 2nd Tuesday of the

Saturday, December 2 & Sunday, December 3 - the 12th
Annual St. Pete Beach Corey Area Craft Festival along

► Side Door Jazz: Lillette Jenkins Wisner

children. Volunteers (age 16 and up) are needed in the.thrift store,

Williams Park is located on 1st Avenue North between 3rd and
4th Streets.

in november

Saturday, December 2,7:30 pm, FREE ADMISSION

Road, Clearwater. Tickets are $12 per person and $90
for a table of 8. For more information or tickets, please call
Lupe Vargas at (727) 328-3260.

PALLADIUM
Thursday, November 30,7:30 pm, $20

children’s holiday classic film. ^Refreshments will be served,

The 15th Annual World AIDS Day Prayer Breakfast will be
Friday, December 1st at 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. at The Matheos

THE

With special guest John Lamb. A Rick Gee's Jazz Jamm Production

edyth@saffronscuisine.com.

compliments of the Downtown Development Board.

II

Box Office 727.822.3590 www.mypalladium.org
MEDIA SPONSOR

2007 OLYMPIAN SPONSORS Gus & Frances Stavros, Hough Family Foundation, Mark & Marianne Mahaffey,

atrnet

Progress Energy, R8C Bain Rauscher, Scrobier Company, Synovus Bank, Tech Data, St PetersbiiRjIiinc.'.

Additional Parking at Synovus Bank 333 3rd Street North

your free time in a fun atmosphere with a group of people

The program is designed for individuals caring for a family
member or friend with Alzheimer's disease. Topics will include

dedicated to science education for the entire community! For

Understanding Alzheimer’s Disease, Progress in Treatment,

at (727) 384-0027, extension 223. To learn more about the

Communication Strategies, Managing Troublesome Behavior,
and Legal and Financial Information. The program is from

Science Center, visit www.sciencebenterofpinellas.com.

253 Fifth Avenue North St. Petersburg, FL 33701

flgfcpcSst JJetnsliui«

more information contact Hilary Knapper, Monday through Friday

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. and lunch will be provided. There is no

Adults Mentoring Children Program Seeks Volunteers.

charge but advanced registration is requested to reserve a

Gulf Coast Community Care needs volunteers 30 years and

seat. For more information or to register, please call Eileen
Poiley at (813) 974-4355 or toll free in Florida (800) 633-4563.

older. Volunteers are matched with children from single parent

THE

PALLADIUM

-<

St. Petersburg’s Third Annual Production of Langston Hughes’

homes who need adult companionship. There is a special need
for volunteers for children ages 10 to 14. No experience is

NCNW Teen Abstinence Education facilitated by More2Life,
a division of the Pregnancy Center of Pinellas County is offering

necessary. There are no costs. There are 60 children throughout

an 8 Week Program held on Thursdays: 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
at Fannye A. Ponder Council House, 1835 9th Avenue S.For

contact Nancy at (727) 479-1813 or Beverly at (727) 479-1841.

Pinellas County waiting for mentors! For more information

enrollment or additional information Contact Signora Farris at

BLACkSnATIVITU
Saturday, December 2 at 7:30 pm

727-327-3154.

Sunday, December 3 at 7:30 pm
THE TAMPA BAY AREA MUSLIM ASSOCIATION CORDIALLY INVITES YOU

Starring Sharon Scott
Directed by Bob Devin Jones

TuOur

“Reconstructing the Family Life”
Fundraiser

Choreography by Paulette Walker Johnson

j
JF

£ j

Musical Direction by LaTerry Butler

Limited Seating
General Admission Tickets are Free

PURPOSE:

To Raise Funds For A Community Mentoring Complex

WHY?:

To Save Family Life in Our Community, Focusing On Our Youths First

WHEN?:

Saturday, December 9, 2006 - Mark this date on your Calendar NOW!!!

TIME:

1 p.m. to 2 p.m. Social Networking, Program begins at 2 p.m. until 6 p jn.

WHERE?:

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center, 1201 Douglas Avenue, Clearwater, Florida 33755

Pick-up at the Palladium Theater Box Office
Monday—Friday: 10:00-5:00 PM
Saturday1:00-5:00 PM

FEATURING: Discussion by Distinguished Community Panelist

Including
• Mr. Larry English - Executive Director of the Federation of Families for Children’s Mental Health
• Mr. Curtis Stokes - president of the Hillsborough County Chapter of the NAACP
• Mrs. Ifraj T. El-Amin - Certified School Psychologist and Business Manager
• Ms. Cena Scott - Family and Social Services Worker of MLK Center
• Ms. Swiyyah N. Muhammad - Mental Health Counselor and Author of Don’t Call Me Crazy, I’m Just in Love
• Mr. Kenneth Rushing - Author, Motivational Speaker and Philanthropist
• Mr. Elliott Steele - Talk-Show Host for WMNF 88.5

Plus
KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Imam Qasim Ahmed

Director of Islamic Learning Center in Tampa, FL
Enjoy a Delicious Buffet-Style Dinner

Sponsored by tbl

g

Supported by Cit®

Pinellas County

Live OnSite Fundraising By:
Bro. Jarvis K. El-Amin

Businessman, Community Activist, and
Motivational Speaker

Bro. Jarvis K.
El-Amin

Florida Division of 0

Box Office 727.822.3590 www.mypalladium.org
MEoiASPONsoR

253 Fifth Avenue North St. Petersburg, FL 33701
20070LVMPIftNSPONSORSGus&ftanc«St3vros,Houghfami1yFouridati(in,M3rt!&MattarineM)h3ffey,'

For More Information Call: (813) 785-5759

•

For Directions Call: (727) 298-8105

(Li HI CS

|,

FREE ADMISSION - DONATIONS ARE WELCOMED!

Progress Energy, RBC Pain Rauscte, SemblerCompany, Synovus Bank, Tech Baa

Additional Parking at Synovus Bank 333 3rd Street North
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STATE NEWS
Springfield College, School of Human Services
Tampa Bay Campus
Celebrates Humanics In Action
Community Service Workshops
Workshop Hours- 5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Dec 12 - Tuesday

Social Security - Medicare Outreach
Carlos Sandi

Strategic Planning
J.T. Taft

Dec 13 - Wednesday

Career Search Seminar
Dr. Thomas

Health and Wellness
Dexter Johnson

Dec 14 - Thursday

Mental Health in a Community Setting
Seminar (English / Spanish) Rafael Fuentes

Youth Development

Miss Black FL USA Finding Ways
To Stay In Touch And Involved
MIAMI
- Perpetua
Phillips,
Florida
International
University
Alumni,
Dancer,
Teacher, and
Choreographer is Miss Black
Florida USA 2006-2007. Her goal
is to gain the support of Florida
residents, especially in black
communities throughout the state
by implementing and getting involved
in a series of ongoing programs that
reflect the splendor and positive
aspects of the Black Floridian
community. To book Miss Black
Florida USA for your next event
contact missblackflorida@yahoo.com.
On December 1st, 2006, Miss
Black Florida USA launches the
HARA Society. HARA is an acronym
for Talented, Intelligent, Articulate,
Responsible and Assured. The
T.I.A.R.A. Society is composed of
girls ages 12 to 17 who engage in

weekly activities that include parties,
parades, fitness activities, tutoring,
mentoring, career and college planning,
volunteerism and more. If you know
of any young ladies who would
benefit from being a member of this
extraordinary group, please visit
missblackfloridausa.cabanova.com
for more information. Membership
is free, with the purchase of an
official TIARA Society tiara and
shirt.
Additionally, Perpetua Phillips
will be hosting the first annual Miss
Black South Florida, Miss (19-29
yrs old), Teen (16-18 yrs old), and
Jr. Miss (13-15 yrs old) Scholarship
competition. The competition will
promote scholarship and scholastic
achievement, support creativity and
individual growth of contestants, and
encourage cooperative collaborations
between South Florida residents,
especially where women of color
are concerned: To find out more
information about how you can be the
first Miss Black South Florida, Teen
Miss Black South Florida or Jr.

Miss Black South Florida, contact
missblackflorida@ yahoo .com.
Finally, Ms. Phillips is looking
for local businesses to become official
patrons of Miss Black Florida USA.
By giving your 100% tax deductible
donation of $40 or more, you benefit
charitable organizations, assist Miss
Black Florida USA with ongoing
projects throughout her reign, and
receive one full year of free paper
and online advertisement. To become
an official patron please contact
missblackflorida@yahob.com.
The Miss Black USA pageant is
a national non-profit corporation
whose mission is to maintain a
tradition of recognizing the
achievements of outstanding young
women of color through the award
of educational scholarships and to
celebrate the “whole woman - mind,
body, and spirit.” The corporation is
recognized under the 501(c) 3 code
of the Internal Revenue Service. To
find out more information about the
Miss Black USA system, please
visit www.missblackusa.org.

(Coaching Clinic)
Mike Cooper
Sam Isajar

Workshops are at no charge. Please RSVP by December 10, 2006,
to Nellie Negron at (813) 936-2800 or (800) 724-2778.

HE’S GIVING HIGHER EDUCATION

A WHOLE NEW MEANING

Lt. Governor Jennings Highlights
Florida’s New Emergency Contact
Information System
TALLAHASSEE - Lt. Governor
Toni Jennings today joined officials
from the Florida Department of
Highway Safety and Motor
Vehicles and Florida Highway
Patrol to highlight Florida’s new
emergency contact information
system. Available to all individuals
with valid Florida driver licenses
and identification cards, the new
system allows Floridians to
voluntarily provide emergency
contact information online. Law
enforcement officers have immediate
access to this information in case of
emergencies. During today’s event,
Lt. Governor Jennings entered her
emergency contact information into
the system.
“Taking just a few minutes to
enter this information online provides
peace of mind and the knowledge
that loved ones and close friends

will be only a phone call away if
needed,” said Lt. Governor Jennings.
“I encourage all Florida residents to
participate in this, innovative new
program.”
Following the tragic death of
her daughter Tiffiany in a 2005 car
accident, Manatee resident Christine
Olson could not be immediately
notified due to the lack of emergency
contact information available to law
enforcement officials, Ms. Olson
contacted her state legislator,
Representative Bill Galvano, to
advocate for a solution that could
prevent similar situations in the
future. The Department of Highway
Safety and Motor Vehicles partnered
with Ms. Olson and the Florida
Legislature to develop a system that
provides law enforcement officials
immediate access to important
contact information.

'“This is a great example of
government listening to citizen’s
ideas and implementing changes that
will make a positive difference,”, said
Department of Highway Safety and
Motor Vehicles Executive Director,
Fred Dickinson. “We have already
had more than 346,000 people go
online and enter their information.”
“In the event of an unfortunate
emergency, having this information
at hand will allow law enforcement
officials to quickly get in touch
with those listed as a. contact,” said
Colonel Christopher Knight, Director
of the Florida Highway PatroE
Individuals with a Florida driver
license or identification card can
visit www.hsmv.state.fl.us to enter
their emergency contact information.
This information will be immediately
available to law enforcement officials .

Agency to Spend $5 Million To Add
Beds for Inmates with Mental Illness

~ Florida Medallion ?
* Scholars seeking an
Associate Degree
may receive 100% tuition
andfeesat
community colleges.

Meet Bright Futures Scholar Barrington Irving
He's always dreamed of flying. And with the support of a Bright Futures Scholarship,
he’s surpassed even his own expectations.

Because beyond becoming a

commercial pilot, he also aspires to be the first African-American to fiy solo around
the world. Barrington Irving is just one of the 262,000 Bright Futures Scholars
who’ve soared to new heights because you play the games of the Florida Lottery.
To

learn

more about Barrington and

his upcoming historic journey, visit

www.experienceaviatlon.Qrg.

flaiottery.com
^> 2006 Florida Lottery

When you play, we all win.

MIAMI (AP) - The head of the
Florida Department of Children and
Families has announced $5 million
in new funding to treat inmates with
severe mental illness. DCF Secretary
Lucy Hadi said Friday that the
money will open up 85 new beds to
treat jail inmates deemed incompetent
to stand trial on felony charges.
About 300 men and women are
currently waiting for beds at state
hospitals.
“These beds will provide mentally
ill offenders with the treatment they
desperately need,” Hadi wrote in
the statement. “There is still much
to be done.”
Hadi had recently been threatened
with jail time by Pinellas Circuit
Judge Crockett Famell, who said
Hadi made a “conscious decision to
ignore court orders” by not providing
psychiatric care to mentally ill
inmates.
Under Florida law, jail inmates
who are found incompetent to
stand trial must be taken into
custody by the DCF to begin
psychiatric treatment within 15

days of a judge’s order. But for
years, the agency has allowed
inmates to languish in jail well past
the deadline, arguing it lacks the
money and bed space to house all
the inmates.
Hadi has been ordered to appear
in court next month to explain why
she should not be held , in criminal
contempt of court. She faces a
maximum sentence of five months
and 29 days on each of the seven
charges in Famell’s order.
DCF’s announcement Friday
may be too little and too late, say
public defenders who have been
lobbying judges to hold the agency
accountable. “It’s not nearly enough,”
said Bob Dillinger, Pinellas County’s
elected public defender, whose office
asked Farnell to punish Hadi.
“They need ,$50 million,”
The first new beds will be
available in mid-December.
Of the $5 million, $3.6 million
came from federal funding; the
remaining $1.4 million came from
within the agency after it consolidated
administrative operations, said DCF

spokesman A1 Zimmerman. He said
the agency will continue to search
for extra funding to provide more
beds.
Hadi has said the problem
became a crisis only recently, when
the number of jailed inmates with
mental illness dramatically exceeded
the state’s projections.
Statewide , the number of mentally
ill inmates waiting longer than 15
days in local jails increased from 7
percent to 72 percent of the total
number of commitments the past
six years, said Carlos Martinez,
chief assistant public defender in
Miami.
ForThe 2006-2007 budget year,
recolds show 187 mentally ill
defendants waited for treatment
longer than the 15 days allowed by
state law.
DCF acknowledged it cut its
budget for treatment beds by $53
million in the 2006-2007 budget
year - money that would have
more than eliminated the existing
wait list,” Famell wrote in a court
order.
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‘Tis The Season To Switch:
Medicare Part D
The option to choose between a host of private insurers is what makes
Medicare Part D so different from other government programs.
By: GRACE-MARIE TURNER
It’s that time of year again,
when gift-giving, good food, and
family get-togethers are on all our
minds. But amidst the hustle and*
bustle of holiday activities, seniors
enrolled in the new Medicare
prescription drug plans need to be
thinking about whether they want
to stay with their current plan. For
those interested in making a switch,
now is the time.
It’s also the time for seniors
who didn’t pick a Medicare drug
plan before last May’s cut-off date
to enroll. Every month that seniors
delay costs them an additional 1%
in premiums.
Between Nov. 15 and Dec. 31
every year, Medicare hosts an open
enrollment period in which seniors
can reexamine their current
prescription drug coverage and
switch or sign up for the first time.
(Those with retiree coverage
through their former employers
generally don’t need to do anything
if their employer offers a qualifying
Part D plan.)
This yearly period allows
seniors to take advantage of the many
competing offerings provided under
Medicare’s drug plan and pick the
one that’s best for them.
The open-enrollment period also
keeps plan providers on their toes.
Knowing that beneficiaries have
the option to switch to a competitor
means that insurers are always
trying to come up with better plans
- which results in lower prices and
a broader array of choices.

In fact, the drug benefit is
This option to choose between
a host of private insurers is what actually offering more and better
makes Medicare Part D so different choices than anyone anticipated
from other government programs.
when Congress crafted the
By leveraging the power of program. Although the government
private-sector competition, Medicare estimated that seniors would pay
Part D provides more drugs than $37 a month in premiums for their
the frequently vaunted programs in Medicare drug coverage, the
Europe or Canada. Part D is also average premium has turned out to
vastly superior to the drug benefit be much lower - just $25 a month.
These choices have resulted in
program run by the Department of
Veterans Affairs, which uses a more some great deals for healthcare
consumers. Some prescription drug
traditional government-run model.
Almost 90 percent of all plans, for example, cost as, little as
prescription medications on the $5 a month. Others eliminate the
market are currently available $250 deductible before coverage
through Part D.
kicks in.
That’s in sharp contrast to other
Many plans are providing drug
Healthcare systems across the coverage in the infamous “donut
world. In France, for example, the hol<e” - the gap in the standard plan
government recently asked doctors where insurance coverage is
to prescribe fewer medicines to cut interrupted between moderate and
costs. In Germany, many of the high drug expenses. As a result, the
most-innovative
drugs
aren’t ma jority of America’s seniors - 72
reimbursable. And even in the percent - now have some drug
United States, the Department of coverage in the donut hole.
Veterans Affairs refuses to cover
Medicare Part D’s success
many of the newest, most-effective owes much to the many options it
pharmaceuticals unless other drugs provides to beneficiaries. This
are first tried.
holiday season, seniors who aren’t
When one compares any of fully satisfied with their coverage
these programs to Part D, there’s should take advantage of those
simply no comparison.
options by switching to the plan
That’s probably why most that’s best for them. And for those
seniors are pleased with their who haven’t signed up yet, this is
current Part D plans. Earlier this the time.
year, the Kaiser Family Foundation
Grace-Marie
Turner
is
reported that more than eight in 10
seniors enrolled in the Service are president of the Galen Institute, a
satisfied with the plan they picked; research organization based in
that their initial experiences have Alexandria, Virginia that focuses
been positive; and three out of four on free-market ideas for health
reform.
would pick.the same plan again.

Do you have a Favorite Holiday Recipe or Decorating Idea
that you would like to share with the community?
Send us your ideas! The Weekly'Challenger, 2500 Dr. M.L. King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL, 33705
or E-mail to: WCeditor@Tampabay.rr.com. Please include your name and phone number.
Your name will be published with the submission.
We maintain the right to reject any submissions.

Oprah Helps Raise Thousands
For Bennett College
(AP Photo/Dima Gavrysh)

Oprah Winfrey

By: MELDE RUTLEDGE
Special to the NNPA from the
Carolina Peacemaker

GREENSBORO, N.C. (NNPA)
- After months of buildup, media
icon Oprah Winfrey accomplished
what many people believed she
would do on Oct. 20 - help raise
thousands of dollars for Bennett
College for Women.
Winfrey, best recognized for
her Emmy Award-winning television
show, as well as being a leading
book critic, an Academy Awardnominated actress and magazine
publisher, was the focal point of the
benefit gala that evening at the
Grandover Resort.
The event was designed to raise
funds for the academic institution’s
Revitalizing Bennett Campaign that
plans to raise $50 million by 2007.
“This is a joy,” said Bennett President
Johnnetta Cole.
Friday’s event, according to
Wanda Mobley, Bennett’s executive
assistant to the vice president for
institutional advancement, raised
approximately $500,000 from ticket
sales and sponsorships.
“Your presence here tonight
ensures that we will indeed be able
to hold Bennett’s doors open for
many, many, many years to come, ”
Dr. Arthur Affleck, Bennett’s
vice president for institutional
advancement, told the audience of
approximately 830 people, who
paid $250, $500 and $1,000 per seat.
So far, the school has raised
approximately $31 million for their
campaign. Affleck pointed out that
Cole, who is scheduled to leave

Bennett in June 2007, will not leave you’re willing to give back what
the institution until the school you have been given,” she said.
completes its multi-million dollar
“It is a responsibility. It is our
endeavor.
charge. It is our calling. So you
Originally, Winfrey said that she being here tonight, paying to be
wanted to visit Bennett to speak here tonight, paying a significant
with just the students of the private amount to be here tonight, means
historically black women’s institution. that you care about giving back
But after she heard that the gala some of what you’ve been given,”
was a fundraiser for Bennett, she told the audience.
Winfrey explained that she was
One of the most rewarding
compelled to lend a hand to the accomplishments Winfrey says she
Bennett Belles.
has done pertains to the construction
“I only do that when I think it of a multi-million dollar all-girls
really matters,” she said about giving academy in Johannesburg, South
speeches, due to her hectic schedule. Africa - suitably named the Oprah
“And I think Bennett really matters.” Winfrey Leadership Academy for
Winfrey did visit Bennett’s Girls.
campus that day to speak with
What began as an agreement
Students prior to the gala that with former South African President
evening. “We had very interesting Nelson Mandela to build a $10 million
talks about music and our culture, facility for underprivileged girls has
and what the music and our culture become a $40 million and counting
is saying to young women,” she project.
said about the discussion that day,
Winfrey says the school will be
which focused on the power of the finest of its kind on the continent
words in music and television.
of Africa - sitting on 52 acres of
“And when you allow yourself land and consisting of 28 buildings,
to be called a bitch and a whore, .which include a gym, library,
and dance to the beat of it, wellness center, six dormitories,
consciously and unconsciously it and an auditorium for grades seven
says to you that you are less than.” through 12. When the all-female
Winfrey explained how she learned school is completed in 2007, it will
the strength of words from her provide accommodations for up to
close friend, esteemed poet, author 450 students.
and educator, Dr. Maya Angelou.
As a child who lived with a
Angelou, who is also on single mother on welfare, to become
Bennett’s board of trustees, is the world’s first black female
credited for contacting Winfrey to billionaire, Winfrey explained how
take part in Friday evening’s gala.
she relates to poor, underprivileged
Other notable names in attendance girls in Africa, whom she says
included U.S. Congressman Mel many may see as being insignificant
Watt; Judge Maybelline Ephraim, to society.
from the television show, “Divorce
“They said to me from the very
Court;” and a welcome surprise from beginning, when I started working
acclaimed gospel singer Shirley with their architects, ‘These girls
Caesar. Caesar, who was not come from huts. They come from
scheduled on the program, sang a nothing. Why do you need to do all
moving gospel hymn before of this?’"
Winfrey spoke to the audience.
Winfrey explained about some
Winfrey’s comments centered people in South Africa who
on encouraging people who have questioned her rationale for building
succeeded in life to give back to the school. She replied to those
those in need. “You cannot continue critics by saying, “I do all of this
to move forward in your life unless because I am these girls.”

AFL-CIO “Mobilizes Young Men of Color”
educational, trends happening among young
men of color.
“It was an amazing moment,” said Gail
Christopher, the director of the; Joint Center
for Political and Economic Studies’ Health
Policy Institute. The Washington-based
think tank sponsored the commission’s
reports. “It had all these burly, robust, tall,
labor guys Standing there saying, ‘we have
to take our country back and it starts with
young men of color. It was amazing’,” she
AFL-CIO President John J. Sweeney, AFLsaid.
CIO Executive
According to the Commission’s report
Vice President Linda Chavez-Thompson
that was also released last week, it’s going
and AFL-CIO
Secretary-Treasurer Richard Trumka.
to take efforts of large groups like the AFLCIO and many others to save minority
By: LORINDA BULLOCK
males, especially African Americans, who
account for the worst high school
WASHINGTON (NNPA) - The AFLgraduation and mortality rates in
CIO, the nation’s largest labor organization,
comparison to their White counterparts.
announced a new nationwide initiative that
The commission reported, “more than
will provide job training and job opportunities
29 percent of African-American males who
for young Black men. They also announced
are 15 years old today are more likely to go
that their “Mobilization for Young Men of
to prison at some point jin their lives
Color” initiative would start in the
compared to 4.4 percent of White males of
predominately Black and Hurricane
the same age.”
Katrina-ravaged New Orleans.
Christopher said a number of issues
In response to former Congressman
have to be addressed in order to end the
Ron Dellums Commission’s latest series of
“pipeline” to prison, and the Commission’s
reports including “A Way Out: Creating
recommendations try to tackle the
Partners for Our Nation’s Prosperity By
underlying issues that hinder the progress
Expanding Life Paths of Young Men of
and success of young minority men.
Color” Its goal was to give public and.
“We’ve put policies in place that
private sectors recommendations on how to
exacerbate that historic problem. We expel
reverse the negative social, economic and

them now from school at the drop of a hat
through zero tolerance programs, we have
disinvested in mental health care so when
they have substance abuse problems or
other types of challenges, from the
standpoint of behavior and mental health,
they go'to jail instead of to treatment. We’re
warehousing our young people in jails
where they learn to be criminals. That is
wrong,” she said.
The Dellums Commission, which is
chaired by former Congressman and
Mayor-elect of Oakland, Calif., Ronald V.
Dellums, was formed by the HPI to analyze
policies that affect young men of color and
to develop action plans to improve their
livds.
The
commission
members,
Christopher said, come from a variety of
backgrounds.
“We didn’t just fill it with thinkers and
analysts. We filled it with judges and
legislators and superintendents of schools
and psychiatrists - people who live with
these populations and treat them and
understand something’s got to be done.”
Increasing the minimum wage;
extending health care coverage to all
uninsured children through the age of 18
who aren’t covered by state programs; and
repealing mandatory minimum sentences
for drug-related crimes were among some
of the Commission’s recommendations.
Helen Kanovsky, Chief Operating
Officer AFL-CIO Housing Investment

Trust, said the AFL-CIO is equally excited
about the new initiative, and has been
successful in similar ventures. To date,
Kanovsky said the AFL-CIO has pro.vided
job skills and apprenticeship programs for
years and spends more than $500 million
annually for programs at 2,000 training
centers across the country.
“They (the Commission) talked with a
large number of corporations as well , but it
was labor that stepped up first. Labor
stepped up and said we hear what you say,
we’ve read your report, we agree and we’re
here to help and here’s what we propose as
our first step with you in implementing
some
of
your
recommendations,”
Kanovsky said.
The organization was among many,
including the Congressional Black Caucus,
that received advanced copies of the
Commission’s report. Christopher said the
CBC was responsive to the recommendations
and vowed to share them with other
legislators.
For the AFL-CIO program, Kanovsky
said the organization wanted to do a more
comprehensive program with not only job
training, but job placement and mentoring
programs.
“It’s on the job training,
apprenticeship, distance learning - we have
a significant role for the national labor
college - this includes setting up an Eleaming center with satellite facilities/’ she
said.

“The plan is to create something we call
an anchor facility, which is a physical
center where there is a place for community
partnerships for labor, for business, for
media for mentoring. We’ve talked to a
number of people in the sports world who
are interested in participating in the
mentoring piece.”
Kanovsky said New Orleans was an
obvious choice for the location of the Pilot
program especially with the rebuilding
efforts that will allow the young men
hands-on experience on construction sites
doing a range of skillful jobs as electricians
or bricklayers.
Currently, the AFL-CIO is scouting
buildings for the “anchor facility” and a
date has not been set for the opening, but
Kanovsky said the location of the facility is
expected to be decided in the coming
months. “It really builds on the kinds of
things the labor movement has done for a
long time, which is find a way to take
people, give them a skill set and put them
on the road to a middle class economic
life,” she said of the new initiative.
“That’s how you sustain communities.
And that’s how you give people real hope
and opportunity. You give them the skills
that lead to the jobs that lead to the income
tha( make them be not just productive
members of society, but let them achieve
their personal goals of being able to support
themselves and their families.”

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Letters to the editor are encouraged. Letters should be addressed: Letters to the Editor, Weekly Challenger, 2500 Dr M.L. King St. S., St. Petersburg, FL, 33705 or E-mailed to: WCeditor@Tampabay.rr.com.
Letters must be brief and include writer’s name, address and phone number Writer’s name will be published with the letter. We maintain the right to reject or edit any letters submitted.
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OBITUARIES
FINAL. RITES

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY
Burial Spaces

$890
Pre-need
Interest-free
financing

Derrick L.
Barnes, Jr.

Diana M.
Dallas

Mrs. Elouise
Davis

Deacon John
Wesley Jenkins-

Richard Lee
Oliver

Henry "Chop"
Swinton

Odell Williams
Yarbrough

Bom in Clearwater,
Florida to Joan Harris
and Derrick Barnes, Sr.,
Derrick L. Barnes, Jr.
departed this life on
November 14,2006.
He leaves behind, his
mother, Joan Harris of
Clearwater, FL; his father,
Derrick Barnes, Sr. of
St. Petersburg; stepfather,
Rodney Harris of
Clearwater, FL; stepmother,
Linda Drayton Barnes of
Tarpon Springs, FL; one
daughter, .Yvonne Barnes
of Clearwater, FL; one son,
Rick Barnes of Orlando*
FL; two brothers, Israel
Jones of New Port Richey,
FL and Matthew Barnes
of Tarpon Springs, FL;
two sisters, LaCosta Harris
of Arkansas and Yolanda
Harris of Tampa, FL; and
a host of other loving
relatives and friends.

Bom on January 4,
1940 in St. Petersburg to
Lilia Pinkney and James
Thomas, Diana M. Dallas
departed this life on
November 20,2006.
Those left to cherish
her memory include her
husband, Joseph M. Dallas
of St. Petersburg; three
sons, Curtiss Pinkney of
West Palm Beach, FL, Jim
Pinkney (Katherine) of
Tampa, FL, and Matthew
Pinkney ofAshbury Park,
NJ; her daughter, Isabelle
Dallas of St. Petersburg;
her mother, Lilia Pinkney
of St. Petersburg; eight
grandchildren;
three
great-grandchildren; and
a host of sorrowing
nieces, nephews, other
relatives, and friends.

Bom on November 30,
1950 to Mrs. Willie Queen
McGuire, Elouise Davis passed
away on November 18,2006.
Survivors include her
daughter, Pricilla Roach of
St. Petersburg; her mother
Mrs. Willie Queen McGuire
of Troy, AL; sisters, Susan
Sabin of Abilene, TX, Joyce
Smith of Lawtey, FL, Willie
Mae Moore, Miranda Bibb
and Evangelist Brenda King
of Jacksonville, FL, Lillie
Clark of St. . Petersburg,
Annie McLeod, Angela Truitt
of Ozark, AL, Minnie Pearl,
Diana Hodges, and Willie
Lois Truitt of Troy, AL;
brothers, Darryl Baker, Rickey
Baker of Miami, FL, Carlton
Baker, Anton Baker, Elmore
Martin, Darryl Frazier of
Jacksonville, FL, Willie Jr.
McGuire of Troy, AL, Arthur
McGuire of Enterprise, AL,
John McGuire, Worthy
McGuire of St. Petersburg,
and William Baker of South
Korea; and a host of loving
relatives and friends.

Bom on September 11,
1930 in Valdosta, Georgia
to the late Ulysses and
Estella Jenkins, John Wesley
Jenkins departed this life
on November 16,2006.
He is preceded in death
by his sister, Mary
Hollaman; brothers, Sidney
Alfonso Jenkins, Nathaniel
Hawthorne Jenkins, Ulysses
Jenkins, Jr.;' and two
grandchildren. He leaves
behind, his wife, Betty
Rose; daughters, Charlene
Jenkins, Lydia E. Henderson,
Laquita B.'Monroe, Dr.
Valerie Brimm, and Johnetta
Haugabrook; sons, Zabe W.
Jenkins, Reverend Joemack
Jenkins, Walter Hardy, and
Arthur K. Hardy; sisters,
Mamie Johnson, Christella
Grubbs, Willie Mae Jenkins,
Gloria Wilson, and Queen
Ester Jenkins; brother,
Robert Francis Jenkins;
and a host of sorrowing
nieces, nephews, grand
children, great grandchildren,
other relatives and friends.

Efom on January 26,
1933 in St. Petersburg to
the late Jesse and Cora
Oliver, Richard Lee Oliver
departed this life on
November 16,2006.
Those left to cherish
his memory include his
wife, Janet V. Oliver of
St. Petersburg; his sons,
Reginiald Oliver, Sr. (Rena)
of St. Petersburg, Strickland
“Riek;y” Oliver, Sr. (Greta)
of Tajllahassee, EL, and
Kevin Oliver of the
United States Army, Ft.
Hood, TX; his daughters,
Rinita, Anderson, Jeretta
Brown (Thomas, Jr.), all
of Sti. Petersburg, FL;
sister^, Jay Thompson,
Constgince Riley, both of
St. Petersburg, FL. and
Cleo Utall of Atlanta, GA;
sisters-iin-law, Doris Oliver,
Alice Oliver, and Nadine
Oliver, goddaughter, Devem
Green; 19 grandchildren;
24 great grandchildren;

Bom in St. Petersburg
to Juanita Langston,
Henry “Chop” Swinton
passed away on November
22,2006.
Those left to cherish
his memories include his
mother, Juanita Langston;
brothers, Carl, Steven,
Bobby Jr., and Dwane
Wilson, all of St.
Petersburg; sisters, Katina
Swinton, Marcy Ivey,
Claudia Wilson, Linda
Wilson, Ameitha Nelson,
Brenda Wilson, Vicki
Wilson, Jackie Carroll,
Elaine Walker, all of St.
Petersburg and Sherral
Anderson of Tarpon
Springs; and a host of
loving nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends.

Bom on August 2,
1924 in Savannah,
Georgia to the late Elijah
Williams and Lucille
Horne Williams, Odell
“Dell” Williams Yarbrough
passed away on November
15,2006.
She leaves to cherish
her memory, her daughter,
Sandra Barnes of St.
Petersburg; her son,
Richard Franklin Lewis
of St. Petersburg; three
sisters, Mary Thomas,
Gloria Jean SpencerFord, and Dora Gary; two
aunts, Beatrice Williams
and Helen Baker; one
cousin, Martha Robinson;
two grandchildren, Kevin
Lewis and Shannon Lewis;
two great grandchildren,
Jordan Lewis and Dakota
Lewis; her goddaughter,
Jamelia Hall; her caregiver,
Vel Thompson; and a host
of other sorrowing relatives
and friends.

and a host of Other loving
relatives and friends.

-Creal Funeral Home

~ McRae Funeral Home

~ Smith Funeral Home

available

11801-U.S. 19 N.
Clearwater, FL

727-572-4355

The Weekly
Challenger
Obituary
Section
Guidelines:
Photos are printed
in black and white
only

Deadline for
submission is
4 p.m. Monday

Obituaries can be
delivered
or e-mailed to:
wceditor@tampabay:rr.com

~ Smith Funeral Home

~ Morning Glory Funeral
Chapel

roSMITHca
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE
------ SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987 —

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...
Anchored in Integrity..,
has established us, as a leader in the funeral fndustury.
Consider us first for ail of your funeral Arrangements.
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages
personalized to your family needs.
“Upholding a tradition of servicefrom ourfamilyto yours”
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

Robert McFerrin Sr. Passes at 85
ST. LOUIS (AP) - Robert McFerrin Sr.,
the first black male to sing solo at the New
York Metropolitan Opera, has died, the
funeral home handling his services
confirmed Monday. He was 85.
He died of a heart attack Friday at
Baijies-Jewish West County Hospital in
suburban St. Louis.
McFerrin, the father of Grammy Award
winning conductor and vocalist Bobby
McFerrin Jr., was bom in Marianna, Ark.He
was one of eight children of a strict Baptist
minister who forbade his son to sing
anything but Gospel music. That changed
when McFerrin moved to St. Louis in 1936,
and a music teacher at Sumner High School
discovered and encouraged his talent.
In the late 1940s and early ‘50s,
McFerrin sang on Broadway, performed
with the National Negro Opera Company
and the New York City Opera Company.

In 1953, McFerrin won the Metropolitan
Opera national auditions. His 1955 debut
with the Metropolitan Opera as Amonasro in
Aida made him the first black male member
of the company. He performed jin 10 operas
over three seasons.
He appeared just -three weeks after
contralto Marian Anderson made her
historic debut Jan. 7,1955, as the first black
to sing a principal role at the Met.
McFerrin is also known for providing
the vocals for Sidney Poitier in the 1959
movie “Porgy and Bess.”
He moved back to St. Louis in 1973. By
the time he was honored in June 2003 by
Opera America, doctors suspeqted he had
Alzheimer’s disease. He also j suffered a
stroke in 1989 that impaired his ability to put
his thoughts into words. But his singing
voice remained with him and he continued
to perform for many years after t)he stroke.

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South«St. Petersburg,FL 3370S

“It’s all taken care of

MORNING GLORY FUNERAL
CHAPEL OF ST. PETERSBURG
Free Caskets for
Veterans and Families

Affordable and
Compassionate
24 hour service

Lisa M. Speights
LFD and Owner

These Were the Words that
brought calm to me When my
family member passed aWay.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only Was
the funeral paid for - it Was
at prices that Were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and Won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
hoW you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

~ Creal Funeral Home

Author Bebe Moore
Campbell Dies
LOS ANGELES (AP) Bebe Moore Campbell, who
penned several best-sellers
including Brothers and
Sisters and What You Owe Me
as well as articles for The
New York Times and The
Washington Post, died
Monday. She whs 56.
Campbell died at home
from complications with
brain cancer, said publicist
Linda Wharton Boyd. She
was diagnosed with the
disease in February.
Her books, most of which
were fiction based on real-life
stories, touched on racial and
Social divides while including
the perspective of many
ethnic groups.
One of her first novels,
Your Blues Ain’t Like Mine,

was published in 1992 and
spanned a 40-year period
dealing with prejudice in
the United States. The book
earned her an NAACP Image
Award for literature.
She followed the book
with Brothers and Sisters
which focused on race

relations in the corporate
world after the 1992 Los
Angeles riot. Among her
other novels were Singing
in the Comeback Choir, and
72 Hour Hold the latter
dealing with a mother
coping with her daughter’s
bipolar disorder.
She also wrote children’s
books, including Sometimes
My' Mommy Gets Angry in
2003, which won the National
Alliance for the Mentally Ill
Outstanding Literature Award.
Another children’s book, I’m
So Hungry, will be released
next year.
She wrote for various
publications, including 77ze
Washington Post, the Los
Angeles Times, Essence and
Ebony. '

Author Bebe Moore
Campbell

Creal Funeral
Home
1940 7th Avenue $outh
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727)896-2602

Sewiwy t&e crMuncttt&ty a&tce- 19SO
State Approved Pre-Funeral

3301 5th Avenue South, St; Petersburg

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South

(727) 323-8132

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Financing Available

~ Morning Glory Funeral
Chapel

(727) 895-6005

Arrangement Plan
Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD
James Caldwell, LFD
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
CHURCH EVENTS LISTING
ST. MARK M.B. CHURCH
St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, under the
leadership of its dynamic, spirited man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and the entire congregation of
St. Mark, extend to the community at large, its wishes
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central theme, a belief
that we are a haven of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St, Mark, we are Christians willing to
work and partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ. Our prayer for our
community is that you would join us in fellowship as
we worship and praise the true and the living God.
Coming in the month of December...
December 1

Business meeting at 7:00 p.m.

December 2

Christmas Holiday Shopping
Fellowship to Orlando Mails. Trip
costs are $22.00 with a few seats
left. Transportation provided by
Preston Charter Buses.
Women’s Bible Study. Come join us
for the final Bible Study of this year
starting at 9:00 am. A full fellowship
breakfast is planned and the last
two lessons of “The Joy of
Obedience” will be completed.

December 9

St. Mark General Mission invites
the community to join us as we
hold our winter evening Night in
White worship services on Sunday
evening at 4:00 p.m. The theme for
this year is “Accepting God’s

December 10

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

BETHEL METROPOLITAN
BAPTIST CHURCH

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church extends an
invitation to “Share the Gospel Fix in 2006.” We
communicate God’s Word at 8:00 and 11:00 am.
services on Sunday; Sunday School at 9:30 am; Bible
Study and Teen Summit on Wednesday evening, at
7:00 pm. We also encourage the community to make
uSe of our Hour of Prayer, Monday-Saturday at 12:00
noon.
Our Christmas Outreach is the Angel tree Program
again. This is a Prison Ministry Program designed to
bring joy to children of incarcerated parents, The
membership is encouraged to take an angel off the tree.
The gifts are to be wrapped and returned by December
10th.
The Youth Ministry is also adopting four families.
These are persons who fall out of the realm of other
assistance programs. A special offering was taken on
November 26th and will be repeated on December 3rd
for this effort.

The New Hope family invites you to worship with
us on Sunday morning. Our'morning begins at 7:45
with Early Morning Service. Sunday School begins at
9:00 with classes available for the entire family. Bring
the family and join us as we learn more about our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Worship continues at 10:30 with the New Hope Mass
Choir leading the congregation in praise. The Music team
consists of Michael McKenny, Vemard McKenny,
Marcus Childs, and Corey Givens. The Bread of Life will
be served by our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend Carlos L.
Senior. We will be delighted to have you worship with us!
MIDWEEK P.U JS.H.
(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)

Bible Study will be held on Wednesday evening at
7:00 p m. We are presently studying the book of Romans.
Join us in learning more about becoming better Christians.
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings at 11:00.
Effectual, fervent prayers of the righteous availeth much.
Come let’s praise God together.

FREE
VeggieTales
Family Fun Night
December 1,2006
Hosted by:
South Shore United Methodist Church
at Apollo Beach Elementary School
from 6:30 - 8:30 pm.

There will be a movie, popcorn; juice, goodie
bag / and door prizes for children. FREE
TICKETS can be obtained at South Shore UMC
office, 435 Apollo Beach Blvd. or Sunday
morning Worship, Children’s Program 9:30 and
10:30 am-, Worship at 10:30 a.m., or at Apollo
Beach Elementary. For additional information:

Upcoming Events
Leadership Training

Office

Phone:

(813)

649

9462,

or

visit

www.southshoreumc .com.

December 4-6,2006
7:00 p.m.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS - DECEMBER 2006
2nd Annual “Excellence in His Service Awards Banquet”
Saturday, December 16 @ 6:30 p.m.

(For further information call the church office)
The Christmas Service/Pageant
Sunday, December 17 @ 10:30 a.m.
“Only Christ the Bread of Life can satisfy our
spiritual hunger.”

Mission to Serve with Humility,”

Acts 20:19-24. The color white is
our color theme and dress for the
evening. The guest speaker is a
dynamic speaker in the person of
Sister Barbara Wright, State
President of the Senior Women’s
Ministry, P.M. &.E Baptist State
Convention of Florida.
December 23

Christmas with the Community:

-

December 27-30

St. Mark M;B. Church would like
to share Christmas with all the
friends and families in the Childs
Park neighborhood. We invite our
neighbors to come out and experience
the joys of Christmas with us from
10:00 am. to 2:00 pm.
Congress # 2 Convenes

Weekly Worship Services:

Early morning worship
(First Sunday Only)
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Baptist Training Union

7:00 am.
9:30 a.m.
10:45 am.
5:00 pm.

NEW PHILADELPHIA
COMMUNITY CHURCH

MT. ZION A.M.E. CHURCH
Mount Up at Mt. Zion
“Oh come let us adore Him, Oh come let us adore
Him, Oh come let us adore Him,
.........Christ the Lord.”
*«*-**i»*i

As we enter the Advent season and prepare for that
Joyous Christmas morning, we continue to give thanks
for all the blessings God has sent our way. Pastor
Clarence A. Williams and the Mt. Zion church family
welcome all visitors and friends to worship service this
Sunday as we edify and lift up the Name of Jesus. We
encourage your presence and participation. Our doors
are always open and we would love to have you come
and join us.
Our early morning worship begins at 7:30 a.m.,
where we let go and let God be God. The Richardson
Special Chorus will render song service throughout the
day. Church School will commence at 9:30 a.m.; we
invite families to come study the Word of God as we
seek to grow spiritually together. Our contemporary
worship service is at 11:00 a.m. The spirit is always
high; the Praise Team will set the tone as we give God
all praise and glory. Pastor Williams will deliver the
gospel message at both services. Holy Communion
will be administered at both services. Come be blessed
by The Word through the ministry of our Pastor, one
anointed to preach, teach and proclaim God’s Word
with power and conviction.

First Sunday ofAdvent Season
The church family of New Philadelphia will
:ommence its seventeenth year of existence during the
tart of Advent Season. On this Sunday of Holy
Communion and incarnation anticipation, members
vill also observe the beginning of the 17th year in the
:hurch’s history. All members are expected to be
(resent and on time.
Midweek Bible Study resumes on December 6.
these sessions are held at the Pastorium from 6:00 - 7:00.
’irst Sunday in Advent also begins a new Wisdom
!chool quarter. The initial lesson is entitled, “Reconciled
hrough Christ.” These Sunday morning study sessions
(egin at 10:30. Children and youth classes start at
1:00 a.m.
Christian commendations toMinister Aundrae Gaskin
or wisdom conveyed during mid-morning worship
ervice. Through expository proclamation, he delivered
sermonic message which seemed awe-inspiring to
worshippers present. With our church anniversary as
iis sermon focus, he elucidated through comparison
nd contrast the way believers perceive and use the
srm “vision.” With spiritual dexterity, he contrasted
piritual vision with physical eye vision disorders as
stigmatism, near-sightedness, far-sightedness, and
ataracts.

U.B« Postage
PAID
JM&esfeuftj, FL

Weekly ministries:

In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion for
a day of ministry.
Wednesday -

yye Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

M WWW ?

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

WhaT’s Inside

November 15, 2006

Dear Pastors and Parishioners,
As the neW General Manager of The Weekly Challenger, it is
exciting to know how many of you love and miss the eight (8) month
Special Promotion that put free newspapers in the churches that
advertise with us each week. The promotion was one that was passed
on to us by our Printer, which we in turn passed on to our loyal
supporters. The promotion ended on September 30, 2006, however,
and I apologize if you were not aware of the ending date. Therefore, to

ETHEL JOHNSON

Publisher

better communicate with you, 1 am offering a NEW MANAGER’S
PROMOTION so that you can receive the next three editions of the
Weekly Challenger (November 16, 23, and 30) free of charge at your
church. This promotion will end on November 30. 2006.
This communication is also an introduction of our 2006 Customer
Subscription Promotion, which gives subscribers an extra two months,
when you begin or renew your subscription between October 1 and
December 31, 2006. Newspapers are mailed to your homes on
Thursday each week and you should receive your paper by Saturday.

Vintage Bible Study, 11:00 aan.,

come enjoy the Word and lunch
Bible Study, 6:00 pan., collectively .
we learn more of God.
Hour of Power, 7:00 pan., come as
you are for a powerful hour of Song,
prayer, praise and preaching.
Upcoming Events:
December 16th Christmas Play - Catherine Hickman

ROSAnERECK

Please know that we want to be a valuable service to you and that
“ILe Love It

When You Say, I Love The Weekly Challenger.”

Yours in Christian Love,’

Dianne Speights
General Manager

Theater, 3:00 p.m. Come join us in this celebration of
Jesus’ Birth, the Season of Christmas. All roads lead to
the above location. Join us for an afternoon of talent
which will include all ages. We hope to see you there!
Mount Zion is on the move; get on board as we
Mount up at Mount Zion!
Thought for the week: “Your Attitude should
always be one of Gratitude”
Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week.

L. DIANNE SPEIGHTS
GeneraliAdvertising Manager

There’s a Reason to Read The Weekly Challenger1
.

2500 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
PHONE: (727) 896-2922
FAX: (727) 823-2568
Hftw T# teach Ifc
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Greater St. Paul Missionary
Baptist Church

SafdtAi Gfaweofa.

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

rtiTli
Saiyt John Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755

955 - 20th Street South

Mailing address: PO. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Sunday School

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

........... ...........................9:30 a. m.

. Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431

Phone: 894-4311

Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.

Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm

www.mzprogressive.org

Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.

Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Tuesday Night

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Scheduled Services:

Early Morning
Church School ’

General Bible Study

Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

Mid-Morning

Thursday Night Prayer Meeting

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

(Adult and Youth)

Rev. Clyde Williams

We

welcome you at all times.

Sabbath Observer?

Victory Christian Center Church

Looking for
a good church with a Pentecostal atmosphere.
Well, Come to the House of God.

11:00 am
7:00 pm

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
(Acts 1:4-8)

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church
912 3rd

3012 18th Avenue South

Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089

St. Petersburg Fla. 33712
(727)321-0911 .

The House of God

BETHELl894@KNOi.OGY.NET

www.victorychristiancenterchurcb.org

Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
able Study

Schedule of Services

Hll first-time visitors v/ifl receive a complimentary
DVD of our weedy sa66atn service,
Visit our v/etsite: www.Houseofgotftampa.com
Mondays - 7:30 p.m.
Praise & Worship Joy Night
Sabbath School
Praise & Worship Service
Church: 813-248-1907
3403 N. 34th Street
Tampa, FL 33605

Pastor Johnny L. Williams, Jr.

-

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

8:00 am
9:45 am

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community

Are you a

Daughters of Zion Women’s Ministry Sabbath Every Friday 7:30 p.m.
Sabbath Morning 10:30 a.m.
Sabbath Evening 1:30 p.m.
Sunday Available for Service

-

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

& Teachers Meeting

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.

BISHOP JOHNNY WILLIAMS and
wife, LADY CALQUETTA WILLIAMS

|

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Breakfast Ministry..................Sunday 8:00AM
Church School .......... ......................9:00 AM
Morning Worship............ ............ ......10:30AM
Bible Study............................Tuesday 7:00PM
Youth Church ............... Mon & Wed 5:30PM

Reverend & Mrs.
Jimmie B. Keel

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more
information about the other services and ministries at Victory

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

pRflYtfi TOWCR C WIRCH OF GOP Ifi CHRIST

First Baptist Institutional Church

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518
REV.

WaynE G. THOMPSON, Pastor

Services

Sunday

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Sunday School -10:30 ajm.
A. M. Service -11:30 ajn.

Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

fCem FCt. Olive Primitive Baptist Thurch

PM. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pjn.
tE-lder ^oeeph &.

Come Worship With

Pastor

P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pjn.
Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

a& Peculiar People Persuaded to Perform V5ia Purpose**

Tuesday ,

the First Baptist Family

3001 18th Avenne South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
•

Phone:(727)327-9904 . Fax:(727)322-0409

Wednesday

Prayer Service -7:30 p.m.
Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pan.

Thursday

Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship -11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY
BAPTIST CHURCH

Walking ix

Life Changing Ministries
of the World

St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Vd o

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL

r s h i p C e n ter

33714

(727) 374-1864
WWW.abundant-harvest.org

(727) 327-1373

j'Y'N
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Apostle/Prophet:
lib O !Michael Dl Lon9

Early Morning Worship
Sunday School

Abundant Harvest
Worship Center

fAvuncur^ifarvest

900 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 -4705
727-278-6868 • lcmow04@yahoo.com

3200 Fifth Avenue South

vrsiox

.... .7:30 a.m.

, v'iSx'

tP I/ i
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Prophetess:

Sunday
Morning Worship
Feed The Homeless

10:45 A.M.
2:00 P.M.

Wednesday
Bible Study

7:00 P.M.

Ewelyn R- Lon9

.............. .9:30 aan.

Morning Worship.............................11:00 aan.
Schedule of Services

Wednesday Bible Study
& Prayer Meeting
Rev. Norris L. Martin, Sr.

Sunday
Christian Education . ..................... .....................10:30 a.m.
Worship Service..........................:................
.J 1:30 a.m.
Young People’s Union............ .............................. 6:00 p.m.
. Evening Service.............. ........................................7:30 p.m.

....................... .7:00 p.m.

Friday Prayer Meeting

......11:00 a.m.

Pastor

Log on:

www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

Pastor Maceo and
Tamlka McGriff

Ttiesday
Bible Study .. ..............................7:30 p.m.

‘Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church’

“Non ofMan, I Make Thee a Watchman” Ezekiel 3:17

‘WaCtting Tn

Tfe

^Promised Vision”

©Ije Weekly (Ctfallenper
THERE’S A REASON TO READ THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER'.

Subscription Cost:

$ 15.00 - 6 Months (or) $30 - Yearly

Weekly GJ J® W Meeklg Challenger g

1
Ute

OtvoniV.

Vuiw Krbri$g

Name:

Wfc Vahic Dtrenti,. W« Value Cdrrdrte/t. We Valug tlixtary.

New York City Here We Come

ros| Mly Resources Youth Arts Corps "QUIITS"

Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone #: ______
Email Address:
New Subscription:
Date:

(or)

Renewal:

.________

Amount Paid: $_

Cash

Cheek

Comments:_____

Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office: 2500 M.L. King Jr. Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 896-2922 • Fax (727) 823-2568
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BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

Friendship

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

www.bmmbc .org

8:00 a.m. • 11:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

“God’s House In The City’

Early Morning Worship .................... ....................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ..................... ........................... . . .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ........................................ .... .11:00 a.m.
Monday - Bible Study .......... .. . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Wednesday
'
,
Vintage Bible Study ................... .11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Prayer Service ........................ .6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams, Mid-Week Service ......*........... .................. 7:00 p.m.
Pastor
ah Male Bible Study, Thursday ....:............6:30 p.m.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

Sunday................7:45 AM and 11 AM Worship
Sunday School............................... 1.....,.9:30 AM
Wednesday...... .......Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 PM Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday..................... 7 PM Youth Enrichment

9:30 a.m.

Prayer Meeting (Wednesday)
Bible Study .

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: mchurchl@tampabay.rr.com
Website: www.greqtermtzioname.org

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

E-mail: bchurch5 @ tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Worship Services
Sunday School

Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church

Missionary BaptistA
Church

Telephone (727) 327-0554 * Fax (727) 327-0240

r>
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Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

"Serving and Saving," "Helping and Healing,"
"Inspiring and Instructing," "Praying and Praising."

Rev. Rickey L. Houston

Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor.
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School.................................... ,...................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........................
.............11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer............................6:30 pan.

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin........................................ ....................... Associate Pastor
Finance Ministry.................... .............................................................................James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry................................................ ............................... Joyce Robinson

Wednesday Night Bible Study................... .7:30 p.m.

Bro. Robert Smith
Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Clerk Ministry........................................ .. ............................................. '... . Wyvonnia McGee

Sunday Morning Bible Class ......9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .......10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday............ 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship ............ .5:00.p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class.......... 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .. .7:00 p.m.

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

‘Pentecostal Teipple Clfurclf of God ip Christ

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727)321-6631

Elder‘William
E. Anderson,
Pastor

www.stmarkch.org

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 865-1520
Sunday

The church where whfit God’s word teaches
is practiced!

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Morning Glory

9:00 a.m,
9:30 a.m.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship

11:00 a.m.

Church School................. 9:00 a.m.
Praise & Worship Service..... 10:30 a.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m.

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

Schedule of Services
Church School ........ I. .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.............. .... .10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union .... .5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday ....... . . 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 896-5228

Sunday School

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Wednesday Services:

Midweek P.U.S.H.
(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study) .. 7:00 p.ra.

f^ chftrcfi working togetherfor the uphuihCing ofQocks kingdom”

“Creating a.‘iTaven of Q-Coj?e, Q~Cef, anck Q-CeaCing for Christ”

Rev. Carlos Senior,

Pastor

Dominion Worship Ministries
“Come Take Dominion Over Your Life Now”f"

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church

Come Worship with us...

THE NEW LATTER DAY
DELIVERANCE MINISTRIES, INC.

900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Sunday Worship Services
8 a.m., io a.m., s f>.m.
9:10 a.m. - 'Righteous Ray

800 49th STREET SOUTH
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
PHONE: (727) 642-9839

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

WORSHIP SERVICES:

‘Monday
7:00 y.m. - Coryorate Rrayer

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

TUESDAY NIGHT @ 7:30 p.m. - BIBLE STUDY

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.

FRIDAY NIGHT @ 7:30 p.m. - PRAISE & WORSHIP

Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL @ 10:00 a.m.

Communion is observed quarterly the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

SUNDAY WORSHIP CELEBRATION @ 11:30 a.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Monday. Wednesday, Saturday
6:00 a.m. - Coryorate Rrayer

Pastor Vivian
Powell-Thomas

Pastor & Lady Doyle P. Scott, Sr.
Partners in Ministry

Wednesday RihCe Study
12 noon, 7:30 y.m.

IF MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE CALLED BY MY NAME, SHALL HUMBLE
THEMSELVES, AND PRAY, AND SEEK MY FACE, AND TURN FROM

Dominion Worship Ministries

THEIR WICKED WAYS, THEN WILL I HEAR FROM HEAVEN, AND

WILL FORGIVE THEIR SIN, AND WILL HEAL THEIR LAND.

Queen Street

Ebenezer New Testament
Church of God

Church Of God In Christ

The Rock of Jesus Missionary BAPTIST Church

“Winning Souls and Making Disciples”
3931 Central Avemie

1732 9th Avenue South

Ebenezerntcog@yahoo.com

(727) 896-4356

j

V

www.ebenezerntcog.org

SUNDAY

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Sunday School '
DivinyWorship,
EveningService

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

<«a m * in

«»»««»

5501 31st Street South
St. Petersburg
(727) 866-1184

10:00 ajn.
Wl:15ajn.
fi6:00 pjn.

.

SATURDAY
Harvest Crusade

Discover HOPE

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 - 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

pjn.

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021

7:00
7:00 pjn.

sr
Pastors:
Bishop Ed Nelson &
Rev. Sharon Nelson

Pinellas Community Church is a culturally

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.

Pastor

9:00 aan. - 5:00 pjn.

Church Of God In Christ

Hope of Glory Church
“Where God’s Love Is Radiated and Christ Is Elevated!’

Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday

The Old Landmark Cathedrai

at j

David Allen Jr., Pastor

-

ga

WEDNESDAY
School of Leaders
'Ik FRIDAY
Youth Nite

Pinellas

Church School: ...................
.9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: . ................................ .10:00 a.m. —10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ....... ,10:20 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: . . . . . . . .......... .10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: . . ............... .. . . .6:30 p.m.
Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

St Petersburg Florida 33713
.
>f7f7>; 321-8989
\

St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

4016 - 12th Avenue South'
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
721321-8574

Thursday
7:00y.m. - Music
the 'Arts

“JESUS IS THE BADDEST MAN IN TOWN”

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

13

Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South
,

St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone:. 727/898-8616 • Fax:

727/502-9843

“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old Landmark Church Farnily"

diverse church working to build a community,

PLACE

of real people making a difference.
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.

Service Times: Sunday 9:30 ajn. & 11:15 aan.

•

Wednesday Night Bible Study A7:30 p.m
Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon,

■ nursery & children’s ministries at all services
■ casual, contemporary, relevant

YOUR CHURCH

Sunday Morning Worship - 1T a.m.

AD TODAY!

Sundays @ 10:30am

www.PinellasChurch.org

“A Church of Ordinary People Serving

Worshipping at: 5995 M.L. King, Jr. Street South
(On the campus of Lakewood United Methodist Church)
For more information contact the church office at: 727-867-1900.

Supt. Mitchell Lo Bryant and
Lady Danita B. Bryant

an Extraordinary God!’’ (

-H
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
NO JOBS TOO SMALL

Midtown Medical Scrubs
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
Canceled or
Non-Renewed 777

90116th Street South, Suite A St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 898-5850
(727) 743-7463

REED CHIROPRACTIC, P.L.L.C.
365142*1 Ave. South, Suite C-104
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Willie <Hardwicfc
General Repairs. Roofing, Drywall,
Carpentry, Soffit and gutters. Painting,
Pressure Cleaning, Plastering.

WE CAN HELP !! ’

Hauling, Installing Doors and Windows

t&tl WW9O or <W>.

Larry Eugene Walker
Insurance

cIiarIesS

727 393-4617

{WTENbERqS

Great Automobile Rates
Over 20 years of

1 545> S. BeIcIier Ro*d
ClfAmuAiER, FL J Jf764

Experience

727-5 58-9200

CHIROPRACTIC AND ACUPUNCTURE
HEALTH CARE
MASSAGE THERAPY

Gelt 727*278-6850
fyX 727-867-3 660

Scrub sets start at $ 18.00 (reg. sizes)

E-MAil: kAREyjohNSON@VERilON.NEr

PICK OF THE WEEK!

1j

Q

A

DOG DAYS

09-15-22
26-31-50

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENTS, SPORTS INJURIES,
MEDICARE AND MEDICAID

7273288037

Need Some
Extra Cash
for the
Holidays?

NEUROMUSCULAR & RELAXATION THERAPY

Monsieur Post
Productions LLc
Video
"»«»•

ACCEPTING AETNA & UNITED HEALTH CARE AND MOST
INSURANCE PLANS
ALL MAJOR CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Docwntaiion
Graphic Design

CALL (727) 864-1882

StfeOWS

CA$H 3

1-7

063 219 845

6-3

7-8

4-3 5-2
8-4

407 923 167

Ms. Patricia Williams, L.M.T.

Dr. Kelly M. Reed, Jr.

Sell
Your Items
Here!

Video
Wwiects.

Sell Your Car Here!

• innovation through Creation ’

. I ’re-production Planning,f’ost Production Lest; ng, Digital Effects

Where to Find The Weekly Challenger:
RACKS
Burlington Towers
1000 Burlington Avenue North
John Knox
1035 Arlington Avenue North
Kissin Cuzzin
951 34th Street North
Main Library
3745 9th Avenue North
Post Office
76 4th Street North
Verizon Plus
913 1 st Avenue North
Albertsons
3030 54th Avenue South
Bayfront East Parking. Lbt 730 6th Avenue South
CVS
4260 6th Street South
Dollar Tree
913 62nd Avenue South
Enoch Davis Center
1111 18th Avenue South
Family Dollar
2301 34th Street South
Fire Station
45th Ave. S. & Dr. M.L.K., Jr. St. S.
DeSoto & 31st St. S.
Lakewood Estates
P.S.T.A. Bus Terminal
3180 Central Avenue
Post Office
1750 16th Streets.
1435 49th Street S.
Soapy’s Laundromat
The Copy Center
265 Central Ave.
The Weekly Challenger 2500 Dr. M.L. King, Jr. Street S.
355 8th Street South
Washington Mutual
5015 Gulfport Blvd. South
Winn Dixie Store

Quickie Foods
Publix
Pick-a-Deli
Tony’s Meats
Gita Foods
Coquina Key Meats
7-Eleven
Rajac Meats
Discount Meats
P. Food & Gas
Big Tim’s Bar-B-Q
Blue Nile Food Store
BP Gas Station
Connie’s Bar-B-Q
Dave’s Meat Market
Ike’s Liquor Store

VENDORS
1500 Dr. M.L. King, Jr. Street S.
250 3rd Street South
1055 4th Street South
1209 4th Street South
1700 3rd Street South
3910 6th Street South
3956 Etkam Blvd. SE
2225 Dr. M.L. King, Jr. Street S.
2327 Dr. M.L. King, Jr. Street S. B.
900 22nd Avenue South
530 34th Street South
1600 18th Avenue South
2753 5th Avenue South

1797 16th Street South
1644 15th Avenue South
1443 16th Street South
Jewell’s House of Beauty 935 Union Street South
K’s Foods
1421 22nd Street South
Lakeview Market
1940 22nd Street South

Mid Town Supermarket
Novell’s Grocery
Sports Cuts
Sun Coast Gas/Food
Three Brothers Market
Wildwood Meats
Pinellas Point Meats
Albertsons
7 Eleven
Elephant Veggies
Taste of the Islands
C & J Veggies
Shady Side Market
George Market
Mid Peninsula
Food Mart
Hess Gas
Choice Market
Watson Food Town

1865 18th Avenue South
2930 18th Avenue South
3155 18th Avenue South
900 16th Street South
1040 16th Street South
1228 28th Street South
2208 62nd Avenue South
3030 54th Avenue South
5451 31st Street South
4275 34th Street South
2231 34th Street South
3698 18th Avenue South
4200 15th Avenue South
1500 49th Street South
400 49th Street South
3710 Central Avenue
25 34th Street South
3401 5th Avenue South
3311 5th Avenue North

Employment Opportunities
I

xHAPPY

“I

Short Order Cook

HOT JOBSI

FL2861118

WorkNet Pinellas Career Center • 6241ST Avenue South, St. Pete FL 33701

Qualifications: Fundamental skills in reading and

CHILDREN'S CENTER

Hiring Teachers!
We seek energetic individuals who love children and are
interested in working with young children in a positive, academic
environment
Now Hiring Preschool Teachers CDA Preferred,
FT/PT, Full Benefits, EOE

writing of the English language required. One year culinary
skills preferred. Must complete various training programs
as assigned. Interpersonal and communication skills
necessary. May be required to work flexible days and
hours. Company will perform a criminal background check,
pre-employment drug test.
Description: Prepares hot and cold menu items
satisfactorily for grill area. Completes work duties according
to PCD while maintaining a safe, clean and sanitary work
environment. Complies with Health Department, HACCP,
OSHA and JCAHO standards while performing job duties.

APPLY IN PERSON • BRING RESUME
Call Judy for info at: (727) 329-1490 ext. 123
CNAe/HHA, Dietary Aides, Cooke, LPNs, Housekeepers
• Must be certified in the state of FL and have a current CPR card.
• Maintains compliance in promoting patient privacy, HIPPA regulations and confidentiality in the delivery of care.
Safeguards patient medical, financial and personal information.
• High school or GED required for most positions.
• Various shifts available. Pay rate starts from $7.50 per hr to $14.00 per hour.
• Background check and drug screen required.

Patient Care Assistants ! II and III- St Petersburg, FL
Reference# FL2836677
Prefer someone with a medical background or currently pursuing health care career. Effective
interpersonal relationship and communication skills required in dealing effectively with patients,
parents, physicians and other ancillary and support staff.

Pay: $7.85 per hr.

Nursing Unit Secretarv-St, Petersburg, FL

WorkNet Pinellas Career Center

• Competitive pay
? Full benefits package including medical, life insurance

Reference#: FL2547443

6241st Ave. S., St. Pete, FL 33701
Call Nataiija for info at: (727) 329-1490 ext. 114

Unit clerk experience preferred or equivalent formal training. Basic knowledge of medical terminology.
Effective interpersonal communication skills. Ability to prioritize and perform multiple tasks
concurrently in a fast-paced environment.

•Tuition Reimbursement, flexible schedule
Fun, friendly, supportive work environment...weekends off!
• Free meals
• Other Compensation and Benefits!
If interested, please contact Dr. Virginia Irving at (727) 894-5337.
e

i

======^aan—

Seeking Sales Representatives
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is seeking experienced sales representatives to sell classified and
display advertising space for the newspaper. This freelance agent prepares list of prospects, visits
advertisers to point out advantages of advertising in the publication. For interview, email resume to
wcads@tampabay.rr.com or call (727) 896-2922.

$$ MAKE EXTRA MONEY SELLING THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER $$

INDEPENDENT CARRIERS

Seeking Freelance Writers

The Weekly Challenger is seeking motivated independent entrepreneurs

The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is seeking experienced freelance writers to cover community news events

to sell the weekly publication. To apply, or for additional information contact

and features. This freelance agent must have excellent people and communication skills. For interview, email

Harrison Nash by calling (727) 896-2922.

resume to wcads@tampabay.rr.com or call (727) 896-2922.
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BLACK HISTORY
Separate But Equal

Th© Holmes Trio-Dr. Hamilton M.
Holmes SR., Oliver Wendell
Holmes And Alfred (TUP) Holmes

By: TONY MCCLEAN
Black Athlete Sports Network (NNPA)

BRISTOL, CT. - The case was
called Holmes vs. the city of
Atlanta. The Holmes were one of
the most prominence Black
families in post-war Atlanta. Dr.
Hamilton M. Holmes Sr. ran his
practice out of an office on Auburn
Ave. in the heart of the city.
His son, Oliver Wendell Holmes,
was a wdl-respected minister.
Alfred (Tup) Holmes was the
outspoken sibling who served as
union steward at Lockheed Aircraft
in Marietta. In 1951 the Holmes trio
joined Charles T. Bell to make a
stand against segregation.
This foursome shared a passion
for golf and, like most of Atlanta’s
African-American elite, they all
belonged to Black-owned and
Black-run Lincoln CC, a 9-hole
layout better known for the quality
of its buffet than its course conditions.
The group attempted to play at
a course on the other side of town.
Although Bobby Jones GC was, one
of seven public venues within the
city limits, .it was off limits to

blacks unless they were carrying
someone else’s clubs.
Sensing resistance, Tup and Bell
came up with a plan to help persuade
the others. They would dispatch
ahead one of their members, K. B.
Hill, who passed for Caucasian on
several deceptions, to infiltrate the
whites-only course..
However, the racism with
which the group was confronted on
that mid-summer morning was no
laughing matter. “The head pro told
us straight out we couldn’t play,
that they didn’t allow no niggers at
Bobby Jones,” recalled Bell. Hill
was quickly corralled and, along
with the others, escorted off the
grounds.
It took two years, but they
eventually filed a lawsuit-Holmes
vs. Adanta-that sought to desegregate
public golf courses and parks in the
city. Dissatisfied with U.S. District
Court Judge Boyd Sloan’s 1954
ruling in the case the litigants
decided to appeal to a higher power.
John H. Calhoun, a businessman
and president o.f the local chapter of
the NAACP recommended the
organization throw its clout behind
the golfers. The NAACP responded
by providing the chief counsel of its
legal defense team, an up-andcoming lawyer named Thurgood
Marshall, to present their case
before an appeals court in New
Orleans.
When that court upheld Judge
Sloan’s ruling, the golfers were
forced to take their fight to the
nation’s ultimate battleground, the
U.S. Supreme Court. This time they

won. The Supreme Court accepted
the case in the fall of 1955 and on
November 7 ruled in favor of the
Black golfers.
Not everyone was happy with
this outcome, especially Georgia
governor Marvin Griffin who had
added to an already incendiary
climate by declaring, “co-mingling
of the races in Georgia state parks
and recreation areas will not be
tolerated.”
Atlanta mayor William B.
Hartsfield urged the city to sell its
courses to individuals, who could
then declare them open to private
membership
only.
Although
Hartsfield’s effort failed, it fueled
the growing anger of diehard Jim
Crow preservationists.
However, Atlanta’s public
courses were officially desegregated
without incident. “It’s gratifying
to know that I participated in
something so meaningful,” said
Bell, the only survivor of the
original foursome.
Dr. Holmes died in September
of 1965 , Oliver nearly a year to the
day later, and Tup succumbed to
cancer in December of 1967. In
1983, Atlanta Mayor Andrew
Young renamed Adams Park GC,
the Alfred E (Tup) Holmes
Memorial GC.
Fittingly, it was maintained by
the city for the enjoyment of all its
citizenry, until 1986 when it was
leased to the American Golf
Management Company.
The African-American Registry
contributed to this story.

First Black Daily Newspaper

Founded
By: DR. CLINT WILSON (NNPA)
Thirty-seven years after the
first Black newspaper in America
was founded in New York City
(Freedom’s Journal; 1827) the
Black press reached another
milestone with the launching of the
New Orleans Tribune, destined to
become the race’s first daily news
publication.
The Tribune’s roots can be
traced to another landmark event
that saw the first Black newspaper
published in the South. That was
L’Union (the Union) a paper
published in both French and
English beginning in 1862 during
the Civil War.
After
L’Union
ceased
publication in 1864, Dr. Louis C.
Roudanez, a wealthy Black
physician, bought its printing
equipment and issued another
bilingual newspaper called La
Tribune de la Nouvelle-Orleans the New Orleans Tribune. The
Tribune debuted on July 21, 1864
as a tri-weekly and became a daily
organ in October that year.
The Tribune was a champion of

equal rights for Blacks and called
for an end to discrimination in
employment, education and voting
privileges. Dr. Roudanez was vicepresident of New
Orleans’
Freedmen’s Aid Association and
the following excerpt from the
Tribune attests to its work.
“The
Freedmen’s
Aid
Association will meet this evening,
and
will
have
under
consideration several important
propositions. Up to this time the
interests of freedmen or more
generally of the colored people
have been very imperfectly
protected. Efforts have been made
by the competent authorities; but
however sincere these efforts were,
they have not been adequate to the
urgency and the difficulties of the
situation. All over the state, the
Freedmen are threatened in their
lives, robbed of their liberties and
deprived of the fruits of their toils
and labor.
... In many parts of the state, a
system of terror has been
inaugurated, to keep down the
Freedmen; several have already

been murdered and many more will
be if we do not resist. The right of
self-defense is a sacred right. We
read in the American Constitution
that it is an immunity of its citizens
of the Republic that they can bear
arms. Assassins are not brave; and
a few cases of self-defense followed
by the punishment of the would-be
murderer^, would be sufficient to
plunge into a solitary terror the
slavocrats of the parishes. These
people must be taught to respect the
lives oftheir fellow citizens'. But, to
avert the recurrence of murder and
ambush it would probably be
sufficient to send a few companies
of colored troops into the worst
parishes. The presence of our
armed brethren, wearing the United
States uniform, would do a great
deal
toward - bringing
the
slaveholders to their senses. The
black regiments carry with them the
vivid
and
forcible
image of the revolution, i.e. of the
elevation of the downtrodden race
to the level of citizens ». .”
~ The Tribune, New Orleans
July 18,1865
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African History Theme Park
Project Breaks Ground in
Nigeria
before and the tourism sector is
getting the attention of. domestic
and international investors.
The African Kingdoms and
Empires Theme Park Project,
otherwise known as Heritage City,
represents the best initiative to date
to present all of Africa’s diverse
cultures and history to tourists and
visitors in one spot. The therrfe park
will
showcase
the
ancient
ABUJA,
NIGERIA
Kingdoms and Empires of Africa,
(BlackNews.com) - Tourism in
including the powerful Kings and
Nigeria and the entire West African
'Queens that presided over them,
sub-region is getting a boost with
and will feature the usual rides and
the take-off of the African
attractions, but with African
Kingdoms and Empires Theme
themes. A total of 17,000 acres has
Park Project in Abuja, Federal
been earmarked in Abuja for
Capital City of Nigeria.
Heritage City.
Nigeria is Africa’s most
The project is a purely privatepopulous
nation
with
sector initiative with limited
approximately 130 million people.
government involvement only in
The oil-rich nation has never
the
form
of
providing
developed much of its tourism
infrastructure, according to press
potentials until recently. The best of
statements from project promoters,
Nigeria’s tourism today still falls
Heritage City Parks Ltd - a
below that of other African
Nigerian based Tourism and Real
countries such as Kenya, Ghana,
Estate Development Company.
and South Africa.
Heritage City Parks, Ltd., was
Thanks to the economic
founded to give leadership to the
reforms put in place by the
vision of building a world-class
Obasanjo-led government, the
holiday resort and amusement park
Nigerian economy is now opening
in Ahuja, Nigeria that compares
up to new initiatives and
with the Disney parks worldwide.
investment opportunities unlike

The project is being funded by a
consortium of Nigerian Banks and
international investors, including
Malaysian construction giant, MKP
Corporation
which
is
also
providing construction expertise.
An estimated $200 million will be
spent on the first phase of the theme
park, which opens in 2008 with
other supporting projects such as a
five-star
hotel,
24,000-seat
convention center, and an extensive
residential
housing
and
infrastructure project expected to
gulp an additional $500 million.
Heritage
City’s
planners
estiihate 55,000 jobs will be created
by the theme park project with the
local population benefiting more
from product and service contracts
as well. .
Heritage City Residences and
Resorts, Ihc., based in Washington,
DC, is assisting US-based investors
to participate
in
additional
investment opportunities created
by the project. Black Enterprise
Magazine’s syndicated TV show,
“Black Enterprise Report” was in
Abuja recently and filmed a story
on the Heritage City project
scheduled to air December 2,2006.

Booker T. Washington’s
Great-Granddaughter Inspires
Ordinary People To Create
Extraordinary Legacies
Booker

T.

Washington

descendant - the last bom of the
great-grandchildren of this former
slave, turnedfamous educator and
founder of Tuskegee University,
launches public speaking and
personal life coaching business,
EXTRAORDINARY LEGACY, to
carry forth the vision of Booker T.
Washington of breeding hope, and
inspiring ordinary people to
achieve extraordinary legacies.
- Sarah Rush,
Great-Granddaughter of
Booker T. Washington

SAN LORENZO, CA
(BlackNews.com) - Through
EXTRAORDINARY LEGACY,
author, speaker, personal life coach,
and mental health professional,
Sarah O’Neal Rush, M.A., intends
to travel the country, giving back
some of the blessings that have
been bestowed upon her by
speaking and imparting wisdom
that helps others rise above difficult
circumstances. Her passion is
working with young to middle age
adults in colleges, churches and
women’s organizations.
She credits her ability to
succeed to the grace of God, and
having the blood of Booker T.
Washington running through her
veins, although growing up she did
not recognize either. When giving
talks, Sarah often parallels her story
of overcoming tremendous obstacles,
with that of her great-grandfather ’s
story of risihg above his circumstances
as a former slave. She refers to her
earlier years as her own personal
“Up From Slavery” story.
Against tremendous odds Sarah
graduated from public high school
in Oakland, California, six hionths
ahead of her class, despite living on

her own as a teenage mother, and
having the responsibility of raising
her son alone in a high crime, drug
infested housing project in East
Oakland, way on the other side of
town from her high school.
While growing up, and for most
of her adult Hfe, Sarah did not fully
understand the significance of her
great-grandfather’s work. It was hot
(until she first stepped foot on the
campus df Tuskegee University just
ten short years, ago, that she
realized the extent of her incredible
lineage, and her life began to
transform dramatically.
“When we arrived on campus,
students, staff, news reporters and
community leaders were all there to
welcome us. They were awe-struck
that direct descendants were still
alive, and I was awe-struck that
they cared so much, I was amazed
by the original buildings that still
stand today—built by hand, brick
by brick, by Washington and his
students—all former slaves, using
bricks that they made.”

- Sarah O’Neal Rush

who desire to improve their current
life’s circumstances.
“Years ago I resolved that
because I had no ancestry myself I
would leave a record of which my .
children would be proud, and which
might encourage them to still
higher effort.”

-Booker T. Washington
Booker T. Washington founded
Tuskegee Normal School, later
named .Tuskegee Institute, and today
known as Tuskegee University, on
July 4, 1881, at the age of only 25
years old. At five-years old he was
a slave, valued at only $400.00, yet
he rose to become one of the greatest
black leaders to have ever lived.
He was an advisor to presidents
McKinley, Roosevelt and Taft. His
autobiography, Up from Slavery,
was a bestseller. It was translated
into more than 17 different
languages, and has never been out
of print. He was the first black to be
commemorated on a fifty-cent coin,
and the first black to have a U.S.
. postage stamp named in his honor.

This year Sarah returned to
Tuskegee, where she and her first
cousin and coauthor, Gloria Yvonne
Jackson, blessed their book at the
gravesite of their great-grandfather,
Timeless Treasures—Reflections of
God’s Word in the Wisdom of
Booker T. Washington, published
by AuthorHouse(TM), to celebrate
150 years since his birth.
Through lots of hard work and
determination, today Sarah holds an
undergraduate degree in business,
and a master ’s degree in professional ^
psychology. She works relentlessly
as a public speaker, passionate
writer, and coach to inspire others

Sarah Rush,
Great-Granddaughter of
Booker T. Washington
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MAGNAVOX 90DV
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16x9 Format;

Includes: 3 Hour
Rechargeable Battery,
Carrying Case & Storage Bag

BoOe

NO DOWN PAYMENT

NO PAYMENTSKChokCi

Club Chair $429.95, Tables (Progressive 85) $199.95 ea.
Lamp (Tempo 03TL) $99.95

or 1 8 MONTHS

24

MONTHS

‘Same as Cash offers on approved HSBC issued
Badcock & More credit card purchases. No
Finance Charges if purchase paid in full in 18 or
24 months. Minimum monthly payments required
for 24 months. If purchase not paid in full or
Account not kept current. Finance Charges
assessed from purchase date and Minimum
Monthly Payments required for 18 or 24 month
offers. Standard Rate 23.9% APR. Default Rate
27,9% APR. Minimum Finance Charge $2.
Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments
and Finance Charges on yaur promotional pur
chase if you make more than one purchase on
your HSBC issued Badcock & More credit card.
Call 1-888-367-4310 or review your cardhold
er agreement for information.

92424

Casual style space saver
beverage center folds up
and has stemware rack,

W

wine rack, storage drawer^
removable tray and storage
Bernards 05GC

in doors.

Powell 56RB

O/j

Includes 3 Games; Roulette, Black Jack &
Craps Board. Includes Chips, Cards and Dice

igW STORE HOURSm
lues & Sot. 9om-6pm
w^&Fri-

more

9am-7pw*

PUBLIX

SAVING

PART

OF

THE

2200 Martin Luther King St. S
St. Petersburg, Florida
Phone: 727 822-3741
PLEASURE.

T-Bone or
Porterhouse Steak
Publix Premium Certified Beef,
‘ USDA Choice, Beef Loin
(Maverick Ranch T-Bone or
Porterhouse Steak, NaturaLite,
Beef Loin ... lb 8.99)

*

Washington State Apples ,....
Red Delicious, Braeburn, or Jonagold,
Peak Season Freshness, An Excellent Source of Fiber

SAVE UP TO .40 LB

SAVE UP TO 3.00 LB

BQtitabliihad
Chicago Hard Rolls,
8-Count.............

189

Handmade Each Day in the Store, Crispy, Crusty,
Fresh, From the Publix Bakery, 12-oz pkg.

SAVE UP TO .70

Boar's Head® Small
Italian Virtuoso Platter ,

obA/U

Catfish
Fillet...............

Serves 8 to 12, Genoa Salami, Mortadella,

Fresh, Farm-Raised

Deluxe and Cappy Ham, and Provolone Cheese

(With Lemon Herb or

With Spicy Mustard, Available in Larger Sizes

Cajun Seasoning ... lb 4.99)

SAVE UP TO 3.00

SAVE UP TO 1,00 LB

b

12-Rack
Coors Light
Beer

Frito Lay Baked!
Tostitos Tortilla Chips 2?5.00

8.99

Or Doritos, Cheetos, or Ruffles

Or Coors Original,

or Lay's Baked! Potato Crisps,

12-oz can or bot.

Assorted Varieties, 10 to 12.5-oz bag

SAVE UP TO 1.00

(Baked! Items Only.)

SAVE UP TO 1,98 ON 2

Publix Deli proudly features a full line of Boar's Head* products.

p u

399.

I

i
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Prices effective Thursday, November 30 through Wednesday,December 6,2006.
Only in the Following Counties! Hillsborough. Pinellas, Pasco, Lake, Hernando, Citrus, Sumter,
Polk, Highlands and Osceola. Prices not effective at Publix Sebor. Quantity rights reserved.
www.publix.com/ads

